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Rage 14 


Can Washington 
deliver on ding costs 
a mid impeac hment probe? 


By RICARDO ALONSO-ZAL- 
DiVAR 

Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ma¬ 
jor legislation to reduce 
prescription drug costs for 
millions of people may get 
sidelined now that House 
Democrats have begun 
an impeachment inquiry 
of President Donald Trump. 
Proposals had been mov¬ 
ing in Congress, but there 
are more waysforthe proc¬ 
ess to break down than to 
succeed. Still, nobody says 


they're giving up. 

Some questions and an¬ 
swers about the legislation 
and itsuncertain prospects: 
Q: VUhy, now, is there a big 
push to lower diug prices? 
A: Some would say it'sover- 
due. Drug prices emerged 
as the public's top health 
care concern nearthe end 
of the Obama administra¬ 
tion as people with health 
insurance got increasingly 
worried abouttheircosts. 

Continued on Next Rage 



The Capitol is seen in Washington, early Friday, Sept 27, 2019. 
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House Subcommittee on Health of the Committee on Energy and Commerce Chairwoman Rep. 
Anna Eshoo, D-Calif. speaks during a legislative hearing "making prescription drugs more afford¬ 
able" on Capitol hill in Washington, Wednesday, Sept 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

In the 2016 campaign, 
Trump a nd Democ rat Hilla ry 
Clinton called for authoriz¬ 
ing Medicare to negotiate 
prices. But afterTrump won 
the White House, his focus 
shifted to the failed Repub¬ 
lican drive to repeal the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act. A year 
went by before the admin¬ 
istration reengaged on pre¬ 
scription drugs. 

Now, facing the 2020 elec¬ 
tion, Trump and lawmakers 
of both parties in Congress 
have little to show for all 
their rhetoric about high 
drug prices. Forthere to be 
a deal, enough Democrats 
and Republicans have to 
decide they're better off 
delivering results instead of 
election-yeartaIking points 
Q: Whataie the major plans 
on the table? 

A: On the political left is 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi'splan authorizing Medi¬ 
care to negotiate pricesfor 
the costliest drugs. In the 
middle is bipartisan leg¬ 
islation from Sens Chuck 
Grassley, R-lowa, and Ron 
Wyden, D-Ore., to restrain 
drug price increases. The 
wild card is Trump. He 
doesn't share the tradition¬ 
al Republican aversion to 
government as price nego- 
tiatorand keeps complain¬ 
ing that it's unfa irfor Ameri¬ 
cans to pay more than pa¬ 
tients in other countries. 
There's significant over¬ 
lap among the major ap¬ 
proaches. 

Trump, the Senate bill, and 
Pelosi would all limit what 
Medicare enrollees pay 
annually in prescription co¬ 
pays. That would be a ma- 
jorchange benefiting more 
than 1 million seniors with 
high costs. 

Pelosi and the Senate bill 
would require drug makers 
to pay rebates if they raise 
their prices to Medicare 
beyond the inflation rate. 
Long-available medicines 
like insulin have seen steep 
price hikes 

Pelosi and the administra¬ 
tion would use lower inter¬ 
national prices to deter¬ 
mine what Medicare pays 
forat least some drugs Pe¬ 
losi isechoing Trump'scom- 
p la int that prices a re unfair 
for A meric a ns. 

"If they wanted to do a 
deal, it's sitting right there 
in front of them," said J ohn 
Rother, president of the Na¬ 


tional Coalition on Health 
Care, an umbrella group 
representing a cross-sec¬ 
tion of organizations 
Q: How would any of these 
plans reduce what I pay for 
prescription dregs? 

A: Under Pelosi's bill, private 
purchasers such as health 
insurers and employer- 
sponsored plans would be 
able to get the same price 
that Medicare negotiates. 
Medicare would focus on 
the costliest medications 
for individual patients and 
the health care system as 
whole. 

People on Medicare could 
be the biggest winners. 
There's consensus that se¬ 
niors should get an annual 
limit on out-of-pocket costs 
for medications — $2,000 in 
the Pelosi bill or$3,100 in the 
Senate bill. Older people 
are the main consumers of 
prescription medicines 
Q: What would "Medicare 
for AH" do about diug pric¬ 
es? 

A: Under Medicare for All, 
the government would ne¬ 
gotiate prices for prescrip¬ 
tion drugs 

Whether or not they sup¬ 
port Medicare for All, Dem¬ 
ocratic presidential candi¬ 
dates are calling for Medi¬ 
care to negotiate prices. 

Q: Why are drug prices so 
muc h higher in the U.S. than 
in other countries? 

A: It's not the case for all 
drugs. U.S. generics are af¬ 
fordable forthe most part. 
The biggestconcem isover 
cutting-edge brand-name 
drugs that can effectively 
manage life-changing dis¬ 
eases, or even cure them. 
Drugs with a $100,000 cost 
are not unusual any more. 
In other countries, govern¬ 
ments take a leading role 
in setting prices. 

In the U.S., some govern¬ 
ment programs such as 
Medicaid and the vet¬ 
erans' health system get 
special discounts. But in¬ 
surers and pharmacy ben¬ 
efit managers negotiate 
on behalf of Medicare and 
private health plans. Feder¬ 
al law protects the makers 
of a new drug from generic 
competition, which gives 
the manufacturer a lot of 
leverage. Pharmaceutical 
companies say high initial 
prices are justified to re¬ 
coup the costs of research 
and development. 
However, a major case 


study — the 2015 Senate in¬ 
vestigation of costly break¬ 
through drugs for hepatitis 
C infection — found that 
drugmaker Gilead Scienc¬ 
es priced the medication 
to maximize profits, not to 
foster access. 

Q: Whats the outlook for 
drug pricing legislation? 

A: Impeachment could 
suckthe airoutofthe room. 
"It is extremely difficult to 
get things done in that 
type of environment, and 
certainly for a president 
who is largely incapable 
of compartmentalizing," 
said longtime Democratic 
health care adviser Chris 
J ennings "Having said that, 
the work of policymakers 
in power must include be¬ 
ing responsive to here-and- 
now domestic problems." 
Trump has pointedly re¬ 
frained from criticizing Pe- 
losi's bill even as other Re¬ 
publicans called it "social¬ 
ist." Pelosi's legislation had 
its first committee consid¬ 
eration last week, and the 
leading Democrat on that 
committee promoted it us¬ 
ing Trump-like rhetoric that 
it's unfair for Americans to 


pay more. The bill will get 
a floor vote, and it could 
gain political momentum if 
a pending budget analysis 
finds big savings. 
Democrats would be hard- 
pressed to drop their de¬ 
mand for Medicare nego¬ 
tiations But could Trump 
agree to a more limited 
form of negotiations than 
what's now in Pelosi's bill? 
Could he sell that to Senate 


Republicans? 

"It boils down to the crude 
political calculus of wheth¬ 
er in the end this will help 
my side," said health econ¬ 
omist J oe Antosof the busi¬ 
ness-oriented American En¬ 
terprise Institute. 'Will Dem¬ 
ocrats be able to stomach 
Donald Trump taking credit 
for a II of this? On the Trump 
side, it is going to be more 
of a legacy issue for him.'□ 
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Washington to issue flavored vape ban Joining other slates 


SEATILE (AP) — Washing¬ 
ton is joining several other 
states in banning the sale 
of flavored vaping prod¬ 
ucts amid concern over 
the mysterious lung illness 
that has sickened hundreds 
of people and killed about 
a dozen across the country. 
Gov. Jay Inslee signed 
an executive order Friday 
asking the state Board of 
Health to issue the emer¬ 
gency rule at its next meet¬ 
ing, scheduled for Oct. 9. 
"The ban, initially slated to 
last four months but which 
could be renewed, will ap¬ 
ply to products containing 
nicotine a swell as the can¬ 
nabis extract THC. It would 
not apply at tribal shops, 
but the governor's office 
said the administration is 
reaching out to tribal gov¬ 
ernments fortheir coopera¬ 
tion. 

'We need to act for the 
public health of our peo¬ 
ple," said Inslee, a Demo¬ 
crat. "I'm confident this 
executive order will save 
lives." 

President Donald Trump 
hassaid he plansto ban fla¬ 
vored vaping products na¬ 
tionally. Ihe vaping industry 
has been heavily criticized 
for marketing flavors such 
as vanilla and mango that 
could appeal to kids. 

New York, Michigan and 
Rhode Island are among 
the states that have an¬ 
nounced at least tempo¬ 
rary bans. Officials in Or¬ 
egon and California have 
urged consumers to stop 
using them. Massachusetts 
has gone the farthest, issu¬ 
ing a four-month ban on 
all vaping products — fla¬ 
vored or not. 

More than 800 cases of 


the illness have been re¬ 
ported across the U.S. Ihe 
Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention said 
Friday that its investigation 
into the outbreak is increas¬ 
ingly focused on products 
tha t c o nta in the ma rijua na 
compound 1HC. 

Public health officials have 
long been alarmed about 
big increases in youth 
vaping — the segment of 
Washington high school se¬ 
niors who reported vaping 
jumped from 20% to 30% 
from 2016 to 2018 — be¬ 
cause they say exposure 
to nicotine at a young age 
increases the likelihood of 
long-term addiction and 
other problems. Across the 
country, they have seized 
on the illnesses as a way 
to crack down on vaping's 
appeal to youth by calling 
for flavor bans, though it's 
not clear whether the fla¬ 
vors have anything to do 
with the lung injuries. 
"Although there is much 
we do not know about the 
health effects of e-ciga- 
rette use and vaping, what 
we do know is not good," 
sa id J eff Due hin, the hea Ith 
officer for Public Health Se¬ 
attle and King County. 
Inslee's order said the ban 
is necessary because even 
if a vaping ingredient or 
compound were conclu¬ 
sively linked to the illnesses, 
the state would have no 
way to identify which prod¬ 
ucts contain the substance 
so they could be removed 
from store shelves. There 
are about 4,000 stores in 
the state that sell nicotine 
vaping products, and there 
are about 480 licensed 
marijuana retailers who 
also may sell THC vaping 


devices or cartridges. 

One vape shop owner, 
Shaun D'Sylva, repeatedly 
interrupted Inslee's news 
conference in Seattle Fri¬ 
day to accuse him of mis¬ 
representing the issue. 
D'Sylva, who runs Fatboy 
Vapors in Silverdale, said he 
and other vape-product 
vendors are interested in 
helping people stop smok¬ 
ing tobacco, but that In¬ 
slee's action would cripple 
them. 

Flavored vaping products 
make up about 85 percent 
of his sales, he said afterthe 
news conference 



In this Sept 16, 2019 file photo Flavored vaping solutions are 
shown in a window display at a vape and smoke shop in New 
York. 

Associated Press 
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Trump blurs lines between personal lawyer, attorney general 



In this Sept 9, 2019 file photo, Resident Donald Trump, left; shakes hands with Attorney General 
William Barr, right; as he takes the podium to piesentthe Medal ofValorto six police officers for 
stopping a mass shooter in Dayton, Ohio, and Heroic Commendations to five civilians for their 
heroism during the mass shooting in B Paso, Texas, in the East Room of the White House in Wash¬ 
ington. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAELBALSAMO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 

Washington plunges into 
impeachment, Attorney 
General William Barr finds 
himself engulfed in the po¬ 
litic a I firestorm, facing ques¬ 
tions about his role in Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's out¬ 
reach to Ukraine and the 
administration's attempts 
to keep a whistleblower 
complaint from Congress. 
Trump repeatedly told 
Ukraine's president in a 
telephone call that Barr 
and Trump personal lawyer 
Rudy Giuliani could help 
investigate Trump's Demo¬ 
cratic rival Joe Biden, ac¬ 
cording to a rough tran¬ 
script of that summertime 
conversation. Justice De- 
pa rtment offic ia Is insist Ba rr 
was unaware of Trump's 
comments at the time of 
the J uly 25 call. 

When Barr did leam of that 
call a few weeks later, he 
was "surprised and angry" 
to discover he had been 
lumped in with Giuliani, a 
person familiar with Ban's 
thinking told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. "This person was 
not authorized to speak 
about the matter publicly 


and spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Giuliani, a former New York 
City mayor, often appears 
in rambling television inter¬ 
views as a vocal defender 
of the president. Giuliani 
re p re se n ts Tru m p 1 s p e rso n a I 
interests and holds no posi¬ 


tion in the U.S. government, 
raising questionsaboutwhy 
he would be conducting 
outreach to Ukrainian of¬ 
fic ia Is 

Barr is the nation's top law 
enforcement officer and 
leads a Cabinet depart¬ 
ment that traditionally 


has a modicum of inde¬ 
pendence from the White 
House. 

Yet to Trump, there often 
appears to be little differ¬ 
ence between the two 
lawyers 

"I will have Mr. Giuliani give 
you a call and I am also 
going to have Attorney 
General Barr call and we 
will get to the bottom of it," 
Trump told Ukrainian Presi¬ 
dent Volodymyr ^lenskiy, 
according to the memo of 
the call that was released 
by the White House this 
past week. 

Snce becoming attorney 
general in February, Barr 
has been one of Trump's 
staunchest defenders. He 
framed special counsel 
Robert Mueller's report in 
favorable terms for the 
president in a news con¬ 
ference this year, even 
though Mueller said he did 
not exonerate Trump. 
Kathleen Clark, a legal eth- 
ic s p rofesso r a t Wa shingto n 
University School of Law in 
St. Louis, said Trump is treat¬ 
ing the country's attorney 
general asif he's justanoth- 
erpersonal lawyer. 

"I think it represents a larg¬ 
er problem with President 
Trump," she said. 'To him, it 
appears Giuliani and Barr 
both have the same job." 
Trump has frequently laud¬ 
ed Barr and his efforts to 


embrace the president's 
political agenda. That's in 
stark contrast to Trump's 
relationship with his first at¬ 
torney general, Jeff Ses¬ 
sions, whom the president 
repeatedly harangued in 
public. 

Trump's frustration with Ses¬ 
sions made clear how the 
president views the J ustice 
Department — as a law 
enforcement agency that 
exists to carry out his wishes 
and protect him. Despite 
a close relationship during 
the 2016 campaign, Trump 
never forgave Sessions for 
withdrawing from the gov¬ 
ernment's investigation into 
2016 election interference, 
a move that ultimately 
cleared the way for Muel¬ 
ler's investigation. 

Barr has come under the 
scrutiny of congressional 
Democrats who have ac¬ 
cused him of acting on 
Trump's personal behalf 
more than for the justice 
system. Democrats have 
also called on Barr to step 
aside from decisionson the 
Ukraine matter. Those close 
to Barr, however, have ar¬ 
gued there would be no 
reason to do so because 
he was unaware of the 
Trump-Zb lenskiy conversa¬ 
tion. 

The department insists Barr 
wasn't made aware of the 
call with Zelenskiy until at 
least mid-August. 

Barr has not spoken with 
Trump about investigating 
Biden orBiden'sson Hunter, 
and Trump has not asked 
Barr to contact Ukranian 
officials about the matter, 
the department said. Barr 
has also not spoken with 
Giuliani about anything re¬ 
lated to Ukraine, officials 
have said. 

Trump has sought, without 
evidence, to implicate the 
Bidensinthe kind of corrup¬ 
tion that has long plagued 
Ukraine. Hunter Biden 
served on the board of a 
Ukrainian gas company at 
the same time then-Vice 
President Joe Biden was 
leading the Obama admin¬ 
istration's diplomatic deal¬ 
ings with Ukraine. Though 
the timing raised concerns 
among anti-corruption ad¬ 
vocates, there hasbeen no 
evidence of wrongdoing 
by either Biden. □ 
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harassed in public jobs say 


State protects abuse is, women 


ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — He 

was accused of call¬ 
ing his female co-workers 
"whores," grabbing one 
woman's head and forcing 
it between his legs, threat¬ 
ening another with sexual 
assault and exposing him¬ 
self in the office. 

Now, more than a year 
after he was suspended, 
Chad Dominie may be re¬ 
turning to work as an ad¬ 
ministrative assistant for 
New York's Office for Peo¬ 
ple with Developmental 
Disabilities after an arbitra¬ 
tor rejected the state's at¬ 
tempt to fire him. 
Harassment victims and 
their advocates say his re¬ 
instatement would be an¬ 
other example of how the 
state is failing to protect 
government workers from 
toxic workplaces 
Ihe state's protections for 
workers accused of mis 
conductare so strong, they 
say, it can make it difficult 
to fire men accused of gro¬ 
tesque abuses. 

State lawsdesigned to pro¬ 
tect workers from harass 
ment aren't effective if the 
state doesn't follow through 
in disciplining the employ¬ 
ees responsible, said Mary 
Tromblee, a nurse who was 
one ofthe women who ac¬ 
cused Dominie, said 
"Gov. Cuomo keepssaying 
we have one of the stron¬ 
gest laws in the nation. But 
what good are the laws if 
they're not enforced?" she 
said. 

A spokesman for Gov. An¬ 
drew Cuomo, a Demo¬ 
crat, said his administra¬ 
tion would "use every tool 
at our disposal to ensure a 
safe workplace" free from 
harassment. 

"It is egregious that current 
law makes getting rid of 
bad actorsso difficult,"said 
spokesmanJ ason Conwall. 
State workers in New York 
are entitled to appeal dis¬ 
ciplinary actions and can 
often take their case to an 
arbitrator. 

In Dominie's case, an arbi¬ 
trator found him guilty of 
four of 10 charges against 
him but ruled he shouldn't 
be fired. Instead, he won't 
receive backpayforthe 17 


months he was on unpaid 
suspension. 

Dominie, 45, declined to 
comment for this article. He 
told Ihe Associated Press 
last winter that he hadn't 
touched anyone inappro¬ 
priately or exposed himself. 
But he acknowledged en¬ 
gaging in "horse playing" 
and said he didn't think 
anyone would be offend¬ 
ed. 

"I tell her to 'shut her whore 
mouth' and I'm the big vil¬ 
la in?" he sa id in Fe b rua ry. 
Advocates say Dominie's 
case is all too common, 
though it's hard to know 
how big the state's harass¬ 
ment problem is because 
of the lack of information 
available to the public. 
There are no regularreports 
on the number of harass¬ 
ment complaints made 
against state employees, 
how many cases are sent 
to arbitration or how many 
employees a re fired. 

Ihe No. 2 official at Domi¬ 
nie's agency, Jay Kiyona- 
ga,wasfired lastyearafter 
the state inspector genera I 
uncovered "reprehensible" 
harassment and sexually 
inappropriate acts going 
back several years. He was 
also accused of retaliating 
against a female staffer 
who spoke up about his 
behavior. 

Ihe state announced his 
firing with a news release 
touting the state's aggres¬ 
sive handling of harass¬ 
ment. Yet the same day, 
he was quietly transferred 
back to his old agency, 
the J ustice Center for the 
Protection of People with 
Special Needs, thanks to 
a state rule allowing some 
managers to revert to a 
prior state job if fired within 
a year. The J ustice Center, 
which investigates mistreat¬ 
ment of disabled people, 
immediately suspended 
Kiyonaga, barred him from 
the office and moved to 
terminate him. 

Sixteen months later, 
though, Kiyonaga is still 
ma king ana nnua I sa la ry of 
$136,000 while he appeals 
his termination. 

Reached by phone, he de¬ 
clined to comment. 


An investigation by the USA 
Today Network's Albany 
Bureau lastyearused open 
records requests to iden¬ 
tify more than $11 million 
in taxpayer-funded legal 
settlements in the past de¬ 
cade with workers, almost 
all women, who had com¬ 
plained of harassment or 
sexual assault. 

"It's not one bad apple, it's 
a bad orchard," said Rita 
Pasarell, an attorney and 
member of the Sexual Ha¬ 
rassment Working Group, 
an organization of one¬ 
time legislative stafferswho 
faced harassment from 
theirformer bosses. 

Officials won't detail the 
10 allegations against Do¬ 
minie or say which ones 
he was found guilty of. The 
arbitrator in the case, Mary 
Crangle, did not return a 


In this Jan. 19, 2019 photo, partic ipants gather at a rally orga¬ 
nized by Women's March NYC in New York. 

Associated Press 


phone message seeking 
comment. 

Ihe state could try to ap¬ 
peal the arbitrator's deci¬ 
sion. A spokeswoman for 
the Office for People with 
Developmental Disabilities 
said only that "Mr. Dominie 
has not returned to work 
asOPWDD reviews our op¬ 
tions" 

Supervisors largely ignored 
months of complaints 
about Dominie's conduct 


and didn't move to fire him 
until the police were called, 
Tromblee said. Dominie, 
who made $41,000 a year 
before his suspension, was 
a nested and ultimately 
pleaded guilty last year to 
a harassment violation — 
lessthana misdemeanor. 
Tromblee recounted epi¬ 
sodes in which Dominie lift¬ 
ed herskirt, exposed himself 
at her desk and reached 
down herblouseO 
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J udge bloc ks extension of fast-trac k deportations nationwide 



Inthisjuly 8, 2019, file photo, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officers detain a 
man during an operation in Escondido, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By ELUOTSRAGAT 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — A fed¬ 
eral judge has blocked 
the Trump administration's 
move to vastly extend au¬ 
thority of immigration of¬ 
ficers to deport people 
without allowing them to 
appear before judges, the 
third legal setback for its 
immigration agenda in one 
day. 

"fhe policy, which was an¬ 
nounced in J uly but hasn't 
yet been enforced, would 
allow fast-track deporta¬ 
tions to apply to anyone in 
the country illegally for less 
than two years. Now, they 
are largely limited to peo¬ 
ple arrested almost imme¬ 
diately after crossing the 
Mexican border. 

U.S. District J udge Ketanji 
Brown Jackson, ruling late 
Friday in Washington, said 
the administration's expan¬ 
sion of "expedited removal" 
authority violated proce¬ 
dural requirements to first 
seek public comment and 
ignored flaws in how it has 
been used on a smaller 
scale at the border. The 
shortcomings, which were 
not challenged by gov¬ 
ernment lawyers, include 
allegations that some 
people entitled to be in 
the country were targeted 
for deportation, translators 
weren't provided, and au¬ 
thorities made "egregious 
errors" recording state¬ 
ments of migrants who said 
they feared persecution or 
torture if sent back to their 
homelands. 

'With respect to the policy 


at issue here, the potential 
devastation is so obvious 
that (the Department of 
Homeland Security) can 
be fa irly fa ulted for its unex- 
plained failure to predict, 
and attempt to mitigate, 
the fully foreseeable future 
floods,"J ackson wrote. 
Jackson, an appointee of 
President Barack Obama, 
hasn't ruled on merits of 
the case, but her decision 
prevents the administration 
from expanding fast-track 
authority nationwide while 
the lawsuit proceeds. 

Earlier Friday, a feder¬ 
al judge in Los Angeles 
blocked new rules that 
would allow the govern¬ 
ment to detain immigrant 


children with their parents 
indefinitely, saying the 
move conflicted with a 
1997 settle me nt a g re e me nt 
that requires the release 
of children caught on the 
border as quickly as pos¬ 
sible to relatives in the U.S. 
and says they can only be 
held in facilities licensed by 
a state. Ihe Flores agree¬ 
ment— named fora teen¬ 
age plaintiff — will remain 
in place and govern condi- 
tionsforchildren in custody, 
including those with their 
parents. 

Also Friday, another fed¬ 
eral judge in Los Angeles 
blocked U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforce¬ 
ment from relying solely 


on flawed databases to 
target people for being in 
the country illegally. The 
decision affects detainers 
issued by an ICE officer in 
the federal court system's 
Central District of Califor¬ 
nia. 

The fast-track deportation 
powers were created un¬ 
der a 1996 law but didn't 
become a major piece of 
border enforcement until 
2004, when Homeland Se¬ 
curity said it would be en¬ 
forced for people who are 
arrested within two weeks 
of entering the U.S. by land 
and caught within 100 
miles (160 kilometers) of the 
border. Defenders say it re¬ 
lieves burdens on immigra¬ 


tion judges— theirbacklog 
of cases recently topped 1 
million — while critics say it 
grants too much power to 
Border Patrol agents and 
other immigration enforce¬ 
ment officials and jeop¬ 
ardizes rights to fair treat¬ 
ment. 

Keven McAleenan, the 
acting Homeland Security 
secretary, said in July that 
U.S. authorities don't have 
space to detain 'the vast 
majority" of people arrest¬ 
ed on the border, leading 
to the release of hundreds 
of thousands with notices 
to appear in court. He said 
expanded authority would 
likely cause illegal entriesto 
decline and result in peo¬ 
ple getting more quickly 
removed from the country 
than in immigration courts, 
where cases can take 
years to resolve. 

The Justice Department 
said Saturday that the 
judge overstepped her 
authority and undermined 
laws enacted by Congress 
with careful consideration 
by the administration on 
how to enforce them. "The 
White House echoed that 
view in a statement and 
added that the administra¬ 
tion has been trying since 
its inception to enforce 
immigration laws and that 
"misguided lower court 
decisions have been pre¬ 
venting those laws from 
ever being enforced_at 
immense cost to the whole 
country." 

The potential impact of ex¬ 
panding fast-track powers 
isdifficultto predict. □ 
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NYPD officer shot 
and killed during 
struggle with suspect 


NEW YORK (AP) — A New 

York City police officer 
grappling with an armed 
man died early Sunday in 
the Bronx after being shot 
three times, possibly with his 
own gun. 

Ihe 27-year-old suspect 
also died after five officers 
fired at him, police officials 
said. He has not been pub¬ 
licly identified yet. 

The NYPD identified the 
slain officer as 33-year-old 
Brian Mulkeen. 

'We lost a hero this eve¬ 
ning," Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said at a news conference 
outside Jacobi Medical 
Center in the Bronx. 
Mulkeen was patrolling the 
streets a round a city apart¬ 
ment complex at around 
12:30 a.m. as part of a 
unit investigating potential 
gang activity, Chief of De¬ 
partment Terence Monah¬ 
an sa id. 

Mulkeen and his partner 
tried to apprehend a man 
who had fled question¬ 
ing, and a struggle on the 
ground ensued, Monahan 
said. 

As the men wrestled, Mul- 
keen's body camera re¬ 
corded him saying, "He's 
reaching for it! He's reach¬ 
ing for it!" 

"OfficerMulkeen'sgun fired 
five times," Monahan said. 
"At this point, it is not clear 
who fired Officer Mulkeen's 
gun." 

A .32-caliber revolver that 
police say belonged to the 
man was recovered. It had 


not been fired, Monahan 
said. 

Monahan said the suspect 
wason probation until 2022 
for a nareotics-related ar¬ 
rest last year and had sev¬ 
eral prior arrests, including 
a burglary conviction in 
Rockland County. 

Mulkeen had served nearly 
seven years with the de¬ 
partment and worked out 
of the 47th precinct. He 
lived with his girlfriend, an 
NYPD police officer in the 
Bronx's44th precinct. 
Monahan called the officer 
"brave," and said he was 
"doing the job we asked 
him to do, a job that New 
Yorkers needed him to do." 
fhetrackand field program 
at Fond ham University in the 
Bronx posted that Mulkeen 
was an alumnus, and had 
recently become a volun¬ 
teer coach. The program 
said that as a student, he 
was part of the 2008 team 
that won the Metropoli¬ 
tan Outdoor Track & Field 
Championship, a first for 
the program. 

New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, at an unrelated 
event, said Mulkeen "made 
the greatest sacrifice. He 
put his life on the line and 
he lost it in service to the 
people of this city." 

The NYPD has had a diffi¬ 
cult year, with a number of 
tragic deaths. 

Mulkeen is the second 
NYPD officer killed in the 
line of duty, following De¬ 
tective Brian Simonsen, 


Terrorism charge 
against SUV driver in 
suburban Chicago mall 


SCHAUMBURG, III. (AP) — 

A man accused of driving 
an SUV through a suburban 
Chicago shopping mall 
was charged Sunday with 
a state terrorism and or¬ 
dered held without bond. 
Police in Schaumburg said 
the CookCounty state'sat- 
tomey had authorized the 
charge againstJavierGar- 
cia, 22, of Palatine, Illinois 


Garcia also was charged 
with felony criminal dam¬ 
age to property.'Chaosen- 
sued among the patronsof 
the mall. Hysterical patrons 
were running and jumping 
in attempts to evade the 
vehicle's path. Stores were 
locking their gates and 
sheltering people in the 
rearof stores for safety pur¬ 
poses," McGlone said.Q 
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Emergency personnel walk nearthe scene of a fatal shooting of 
a New York City police officer in the Bronx borough of New York, 
Sunday, Sept 29, 2019. 

Associated Hess 


who was accidentally shot 
by fellow officers in Febru¬ 
ary while confronting a rob¬ 
bery suspect. "We've been 
here too often. We know 
the directions to get here," 
Pat Lynch, the president of 
New York City's Police Be¬ 
nevolent Association, said 
at the press conference. 


"It has to stop." Mulkeen's 
death comes as the NYPD 
has declared a mental 
health emergency amid a 
spate of suicides by police 
officers. Nine NYPD officers 
have taken their own lives 
this year, a disturbing trend 
that is also happening 
throughout the countryO 
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ectoral gains revive old dilemma for Israeli Arabs 



In this Monday, Sept 23, 2019 photo, Israeli Arab women overtook the Meditenanean sea, in the 
mixed Arab J e wish city of J afla, near Tel Aviv, Israel. 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS and 
MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH 
Associated ness 
NAZARETH, Israel (AP) — 

When election results con¬ 
firmed that an Arab alli¬ 
ance had emerged asthe 
third largest bloc in Israel's 
parliament, its leader Ay- 
man Odeh reached forthe 
Old Testament, tweeting 
in Hebrew from Psalm 118 
that the stone which was 
rejected had become the 
cornerstone. 

His message: The Arab 
community, long shunted 
to the margins of Israeli 
society, is going to use its 
newfound influence to set 
the country on a more eq¬ 
uitable path. 

The results left the two big¬ 
gest parties deadlocked, 
but marked a victory for 
the Arab bloc and put 
Odeh in a strong position to 
become the first Arab op¬ 
position leader, an official 
role that would allow him to 
receive high-level security 
briefings and meet visiting 
heads of state. Outraged 
at what they see as Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu's racist policies and 
incitement, most of the 


bloc recommended hisop- 
ponent, former army chief 
Benny Gantz, as prime min¬ 
ister, the first time Ara b pa r- 
tieshave backed an Israeli 
candidate since 1992. 

The potential for newfound 
influence has forced Arab 
citizens to confront a dilem¬ 
ma going back to Israel's 


founding: Working within 
the system might secure 
social gains for the mar¬ 
ginalized community, but 
risks legitimizing a state that 
many feel relegates them 
to second-class status and 
oppresses their Palestinian 
brethren in the occupied 
territories. 

'We truly want to support 
Gantz,"said Abed Abed, a 
food wholesalers the Arab 
town of Nazareth in north¬ 
ern Israel. "But at the same 
time we are Arabs, and the 
people in Gaza and the 
West Bank are our broth¬ 
ers If Gantz goes to war in 
Gaza tomorrow, then we 
can't be part of it. So we're 
in big trouble." 

Israel's Arab citizens make 
up 20%of the population of 
9 million and are descend¬ 
ed from Palestinians who 
remained in Israel following 
the 1948 war that surround¬ 
ed its creation. 

They have citizenship and 
the right to vote, they 
speak Hebrew and attend 
Israeli universities, and have 
increased theirpresence in 
a wide array of professions, 
from medicine to tech 
startups. 

But they still face wide¬ 
spread discrimination, par¬ 
ticularly when it comes to 
housing, and accuse Is¬ 
raeli authorities of ignoring 
crime in their communi¬ 
ties, contributing to soar¬ 
ing homicide rates. They 


Associated Press 

also have close family ties 
to Palestinians in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza, 
and largely identify with 
the Palestinian cause. 
Thathasled many Israelis to 
view them asa fifth column 
allied with the country's en¬ 
emies, fears Netanyahu has 
repeatedly exploited to 
whip up his right-wing base 
in election campaigns 
The J oint List of Arab parties 
has vowed to use its po¬ 
litical influence to address 
day-to-day struggles while 
remaining outside any gov¬ 
ernment. No Arab party 
has ever sat in an Israeli 
government, and none of 
Israel's main parties have 
invited them to do so. 

The issues Arab lead¬ 
ers face, and the limited 
means available to ad¬ 
dress them, were on display 
Wednesday in the northern 
town of Shefa Amr, known 
in Hebrew as Shfaram, 
where Israeli forces demol¬ 
ished two homes that had 
been built without permits 
That ignited clashes be¬ 
tween local youth and Is 
raeli police, who detained 
around a dozen people. 
'They consider us second- 
class citizens," said Sabri 
Hamdi, one of several an¬ 
gry residentswho gathered 
outside the police station. 
'They want us to despair 
and leave the country, but 
we will not." 

Aida Touma-Sliman, an 


Arab lawmaker from 
Odeh'sparty, arrived short¬ 
ly after the clashes ended. 
The crowd outside the po¬ 
lice station parted to let 
her through, and she met 
with Israeli officers inside to 
press for the release of the 
detainees. After about 15 
minutes, she emerged with 
what she said was a com¬ 
mitment from the police to 
process the casesquickly. 
"Change is not going to 
happen in a few days It's 
a long battle," she told 
The Associated Press. 'We 
gained three seats but the 
political situation in Israel 
hasn't changed. The racism 
is still there." 

Rights groups say system¬ 
atic discrimination in plan¬ 
ning and approvals has re¬ 
stricted the growth of Arab 
communities for decades, 
forcing those with grow¬ 
ing families to build without 
permits and leaving them 
vulnerable to home demo¬ 
litions. 

Odeh listed housing equity 
among the Joint List's top 
demands in a New York 
Timesop-ed in which he en¬ 
dorsed Gantz while refusing 
to join his government. 

He called formore resourc¬ 
es for law enforcement, 
betteraccessto hospitals,a 
rise in pensionsforall Israelis 
and programs to combat 
domestic violence. He also 
called on the next govern¬ 
ment to revive the peace 
process with the Palestin¬ 
ians and to repeal a con¬ 
troversial law passed last 
year declaring Israel the 
nation-state of the Jewish 
people. 

"Arab Palestinian citizens 
can no longer be rejected 
or ignored," Odeh wrote. 
'The only future for this 
country isa shared future." 
A poll earned out by the 
Israel Democracy Institute 
at the start of the year, be¬ 
fore Israel'sunprecedented 
back-to-back elections, 
found that 76% of Arab 
citizens were in favor of 
their parties joining an Is¬ 
raeli government and 65% 
were proud to be Israeli, 
the highest rate recorded 
since 2003.The nonpartisan 
think tank polled 536 Arab 
citizens, with a margin of er¬ 
ror of plus or minus 4.5 per¬ 
centage point&G 
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U.K.'sJ ohnson denies any wrongdoing in ties with U.S tec h exec 


By PANIC A KIRKA 
Associated ness 
LONDON (AP) — British 
Prime Minister Boris John¬ 
son denied wrongdoing 
Sunday over his links to an 
American businesswoman 
who allegedly received 
money and favorable 
treatment because of their 
friendship during his time as 
mayorof London. 

Asked during a BBC inter¬ 
view about his ties to tech 
entrepreneur and model 
Jennifer Arcuri, Johnson 
sought to suggest that po¬ 
litical motivations were 
behind the decision Friday 
by the Greater London Au¬ 
thority to refer a conduct 
matter to a police watch¬ 
dog agency. 

The matter arose from a 
Sunday limes report saying 
Arcuri was given 126,000 
pounds in public money 
and privileged access to 
trade missions to the Unit¬ 
ed States, Israel and Asia 
thatj ohnson led as mayor, 
even though her fledgling 
business had not yet met 
eligibility requirements for 
such trips 

"Everything wasdone in ac¬ 
cordance with the code ... 
and everything was done 
with full propriety,"J ohnson 
said Sunday. When pressed 
again by BBC journalist An¬ 
drew Man - , Johnson add¬ 
ed: 'There was no interest 
to declare." 

The scandal worsened Sun¬ 
day as Johnson's Conser¬ 
vative Party wasopening its 
annual party conference in 
Manchesterfollowing a tu- 
multuousweekfora leader 
who has only been in the 
job since J uly. 

In just the la st few d a ys, the 
U.K. Supreme Court de¬ 
clared Johnson's attempt 
to suspend Parliament ille¬ 
gal and he cut short a trip 
to the United States, racing 
home to face the House of 
Commons, where lawmak¬ 
ers greeted him with cries 
of "Resign!" He then lost a 
vote on a normally routine 
matter — a request to ad¬ 
journ for a week so that 
Conservatives could at¬ 
tend theirconference. 
Complicating things fur¬ 
ther, questions were raised 
about the 55-year-old 
Johnson's links to Arcuri, 
now 34, who set up a cy¬ 


berfirm in East London af¬ 
ter moving to the capital 
seven yearsago. 

Yet even asthe British lead- 
ervisited North Manchester 
General Hospital on Sun¬ 
day to talk about his gov¬ 
ernment's plans to build 40 
hospitals, his efforts failed 
to change the subject. 
"Let's be absolutely clear, I 
am very, very proud of ev¬ 
erything that we did and 
certainly everything that I 
did asmayorof London,"he 
said, adding that the cur¬ 
rent London mayor, Sadiq 
Khan of the Labour Party, 
"could possibly spend more 
time investing in police of¬ 
ficers than he is investing in 
press officers and peddling 
this kind of stuff." 

"The independent office, 
which oversees police 
complaints in England, was 
asked to consider if there 
were grounds to investi¬ 
gate Johnson for miscon¬ 
duct in public office. The 
authority said Friday it had 
a "statutory duty" to record 
the matter because J ohn¬ 
son served as police com¬ 
missioner during his 2008- 
2016 tenure as London's 
mayor. 

The probe is the latest sign 
of animosity that has con¬ 
sumed British politics since 
the country narrowly voted 
in 2016to leave the Europe¬ 
an Union. Three years later, 
Brita in a nd its politic ia ns re- 
main bitterly divided over 
how, or even whether, to 
leave the 28-nation bloc. 
Johnson took power two 
months ago with a "do-or- 
die" promise that Britain will 
leave the EU on the sched¬ 
uled date of Oct. 31 — 
even if there's no divorce 
deal outlining Britain'scom- 
mercial relations with the 
other27 EU nations. His foes 
in Parliament are deter¬ 
mined to avoid a no-deal 
exit, which economists 
say would plunge Britain 
into recession. In unusually 
heated debate Wednes¬ 
day, Johnson referred to 
an opposition law ordering 
a Brexit delay as the 'Sur¬ 
render Act" and said post¬ 
poning the country's de¬ 
parture would "betray" the 
people. He also brushed off 
concerns that his forceful 
language might endanger 
legisla to rsas "humbug.'□ 



Britain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson looks on during a visit to North Manchester Genera I Hospital 
before the Conservative Conference, in Manchester, Bigland, Sunday, Sept 29,2019. 

Associated Bess 
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Mote violence grips Hong Kong ahead ofChina's National Day 



A protestor prepares to throw molotov cocktail in Hong Kong, Sunday, Sept 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By EILEEN NG 

HONG KONG (AP) — Pro¬ 
testers and police clashed 
in Hong Kong fora second 
straight day on Sunday, 
throwing the semiautono- 
mous Chinese territory's 
businessand shopping belt 
into chaos and sparking 
fears of more ugly scenes 
leading up to China's Na¬ 
tional Day holiday this 
week. 

Riot police repeatedly fired 
blue liquid — used to iden¬ 
tify protesters— from a wa¬ 
ter cannon truck and multi¬ 
ple volleys of tear gas after 
demonstrators hurled Molo¬ 
tov cocktails at officersand 
targeted the city's govern¬ 
ment office complex. 

It was a repeat of Satur¬ 
day's clashes and partofa 
familiarcycle since pro-de¬ 
mocracy protests began 
in early June. Ihe protests 
were sparked by a now- 
shelved extradition bill and 
have since snowballed into 
an anti-China movement. 
"We know that in the face 
of the world's largest to¬ 
talitarian regime — to 
quote Captain America, 
'Whatever it takes,"' Justin 
Leung, a 21-year-old dem¬ 
onstrator who covered his 
mouth with a black scarf, 
said of the violent meth¬ 
ods deployed by hard-line 
protesters. 'The consensus 
right now is that everyone's 
methods are valid and we 
all do ourpart." 

Protesters are planning to 
march again Tuesday de¬ 
spite a police ban, raising 
fears of more violent con¬ 
frontations that would em¬ 
barrass Chinese President 
XiJ inping as his ruling Com¬ 
munist Pa rty ma rks 70 yea rs 
since taking power. Posters 
are calling for Oct. 1 to be 
marked as "A Day of Grief." 




"So many youngsters 
feel that they're going to 
have no future because 
of the power of China," 
Andy Yeung, 40, said as 
he pushed his toddler in 
a stroller. "It's hopeless for 
Hong Kong. If we don't 
stand up, there will be no 
hope." 

Hong Kong's government 
has already scaled down 
the city's National Day cel¬ 
ebrations, canceling an 
annual fireworks display 
and moving a reception 
indoors. 

Despite security concerns, 
the government said Sun¬ 
day that Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam, Hong Kong's 
leader, will lead a delega¬ 
tion of over 240 people to 
Beijing on Monday to par¬ 
ticipate in National Dayfes- 
tivities. 

Sunday's turmoil started in 
the early afternoon when 
police fired tear gas to dis¬ 
perse a large crowd that 


had amassed in the popu¬ 
lar Causeway Bay shop¬ 
ping district. But thousands 
of people regrouped and 
defiantly marched along a 
main thoroughfare toward 
government offices, crip¬ 
pling traffic. 

Protesters, many clad in 
black with umbrellas and 
carrying pro-democracy 
posters and foreign flags, 
sang songs and chanted 
'Stand with Hong Kong, 
fight for freedom." Some 
defaced, tore down and 
burned National Day con¬ 
gratulatory signs, setting 
off a huge blaze on the 
street. Others smashed win¬ 
dows and lobbed gasoline 
bombs into subway exits 
that had been shuttered. 
Police then fired a water 
cannon and tear gas as 
the crowd approached 
the government office 
complex. Most fled but 
hundreds returned, hurling 
objects into the complex. 


Membersof an elite police 
squad, commonly known 
as raptors, then charged 
out suddenly from behind 
barricades, taking many 
protesters by surprise. Sev¬ 
eral who failed to flee in 
time were subdued and 
detained in a scene of 
chaos. 

The raptors, backed by 
scores of riot police, pur¬ 
sued protesters down 
roads to nearby areas. Of¬ 
ficers continued to fire a 
water cannon and more 
teargas, and the cat-and- 
mouse clashes lasted late 
into the night. Streets were 
left littered with graffiti on 
walls and debris. 

The demonstration was 
part of global "anti-total¬ 
itarianism" rallies to de¬ 
nounce "Chinese tyranny." 
Thousands rallied in Tai¬ 
pei, Taiwan's capital, while 
more than 1,000 took part 
in a rally in Sydney. 

The protracted unrest, ap¬ 


proaching four months 
long, has battered Hong 
Kong's economy, with busi¬ 
nesses and tourism plung¬ 
ing. 

Chief Executive Lam held 
her first community dia¬ 
logue with the public on 
Thursday in a bid to de¬ 
fuse tensions but failed to 
persuade protesters, who 
vowed to press on until 
their demands are met, in¬ 
cluding direct elections for 
the city's leaders and po¬ 
lice accountability. 

Earlier Sunday, hundredsof 
pro-Beijing Hong Kong resi¬ 
dents sang the Chinese na¬ 
tional anthem and waved 
red flags at the Victoria 
Peak hilltop and a water¬ 
front cultural center in a 
show of support forChinese 
rule. 

"We want to take this time 
for the people to express 
our love for our country, 
China. We want to show 
the international commu¬ 
nity that there is another 
voice to Hong Kong"apart 
from the protests, said or¬ 
ganizer InnesTang. 

Mobs of Beijing supporters 
have appeared in malls 
a nd on the streets in recent 
weeks to counter pro-de¬ 
mocracy protesters, lead¬ 
ing to brawls between the 
rival camps. 

Many people view the ex¬ 
tradition bill, which would 
have sent criminal suspects 
to mainland China for trial, 
asa glaring example of the 
erosion of Hong Kong's au¬ 
tonomy when the former 
British colony returned to 
Chinese rule in 1997. 

China hasdenied chipping 
away at Hong Kong's free- 
domsand accused the U.S. 
and other foreign powers 
of fomenting the unrest to 
weaken itsdominance 
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A Sadhu, or Hindu holy man, takes shelter from the rain under 
a cart in Piayagtaj, in the northern Indian state of Uttar Piadesh, 
Saturday, Sept 28, 2019. 

Associated Press 


torrential tains 
kill another42 
people in India 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Mon¬ 
soon rains continue to bat¬ 
ter parts of India, with at 
least42 more people dying 
in the past 24 hours, officials 
said Sunday. 

At least 35 people died 
from rain-related causes in 
the northern state of Uttar 
Pradesh and seven died in 
the eastern state of Bihar, 
offic ia Is sa id. 

Ihe latest toll came days 
after reports of at least 59 
fatalities in the past week 
amid forecasts that heavy 
rains would continue until 
Monday. Sandhaya Kureel, 
a spokeswoman for the Di¬ 
saster Management and 
Relief Department in Uttar 
Pradesh, said Sunday that 
17 people in the state were 
injured and being treat¬ 


ed in hospitals. At least 29 
houses collapsed because 
of heavy rain, she said. 

In Bihar, Disaster Manage¬ 
ment Department Princi¬ 
pal Secretary Pratay Am- 
rit said four people were 
killed on the outskirts of 
the state capital, Patna, 
when a huge tree fell on 
the three-wheeler they 
were sitting in to avoid be¬ 
ing drenched. Three other 
people were killed in the 
state's Bhagalpur district 
when a wall collapsed on 
them following heavy rains 
More than 350 people 
have been killed by rain- 
related causes in India, 
Nepal and Bangladesh this 
monsoon season, which 
runs from June through 
September.!^ 



People looking ata Aston Martin One-77 Coupe (2011) in front of a Ferrari La Ferrari (2015), yellow, 
and a Bugatti Veyron EB 16.4 Coupe (2010), blue, part of some 25 luxury cats owned by leodoro 
Obiang, the son of the Equatorial Guinea's President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo are pic¬ 
tured before an auction of sales house Bonhams atthe Bonmont Abbey Golf & Country Club in 
Cheserex nearGeneva, Switzerland, Sunday, Sept 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Supercaistaken from African 
leader's son auctioned 1br$27M 


GENEVA (AP) — Car lov¬ 
ers from around the world 
splashed out more than 
$27 million at an auction 
Sunday fordozensof luxury 
cars seized from the son of 
Equatorial Guinea's presi¬ 
dent in a Swiss money-la un¬ 
dering probe. 

The 25 lots sold by auction 
house Bonhams included 
a white-and-cream 2014 
Lamborghini Veneno road- 
sterthat cost the buyer8.28 
million Swiss francs ($8.4 mil¬ 
lion), comprising a 15%pre- 
miumforthe auction house 
but with potential taxes still 
to be added. 

"The supercar — one of 
only nine such versions pro¬ 
duced — had been driven 
only 325 kilometers (201 


miles) and has an official 
top speed of 359 kilometers 
per hour (223 mph), Bon¬ 
hams said. Total proceeds 
from the sale beat the 18.5 
million francs ($18.7 million) 
that authorities had hoped 
to fetch for a charity to 
benefit the people of oil- 
rich Equatorial Guinea. 

The auction comes after 
the Geneva prosecutor's 
office announced in Feb¬ 
ruary it had closed a case 
against Teodoro Nguema 
Obiang Mangue, the son 
of the country's four-de¬ 
cade president, Teodoro 
Obiang, and two others fol¬ 
lowing a probe of money 
laundering and misman¬ 
agement of public assets. 
Swiss authorities seized the 


cars and ordered the se¬ 
questration of a yacht in 
2016. The yacht was re¬ 
leased in the arrangement 
announced in February, 
under which Equatorial 
Guinea agreed to pay Ge¬ 
neva authorities 1.3 million 
Swiss francs "notably to 
cover procedural costs," 
the prosecutor's office said. 
Other cars sold at the Do- 
maine de Bonmmont golf 
club on the edge of Gene¬ 
va included a yellow 2003 
Ferrari Enzo for 3.1 million 
francs, and a 2015 Koenig- 
segg One:l that fetched 
4.6 million francs. The Equa¬ 
torial Guinea president's 
son, who isalso a vice presi¬ 
dent, hasbeenensnared in 
legal trouble elsewhereO 












MONDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 


EWORLD NEWS 




Caribbean Lobster 

SALAD 

lobster BISQUE 

THERMIOQRTAIL 

SURF & TURF 

broiled lobster 

& MORE 


MONDAY LOBSTER NIGHT 


THECHOPHOUSE 

AT MAKC HEBO 


Located at: 


I^ANCHEBO 

■EACH RL5DHT & SPA 
ARUBA 


Call and reserve your table now +297 582 34 44 


AP Explains: Abortion rights in Mexico and Latin America 



Women march for abortion rights in Mexico City, Saturday Sept 28,2019. 

Associated Press 


By AMY GUTHRIE 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi¬ 
can women on Saturday 
marched forabortion rights, 
highlighting increased ef¬ 
forts across Latin America 
to lift some of the world's 
most restrictive abortion 
laws. 

Efforts to legalize abortion 
have emerged in the re¬ 
gion as some societies be¬ 
come more liberal and the 
Roman Catholic Church 
losesswayamid clericalsex 
abuse cases. Mexico City, 
along with Cuba and Uru¬ 
guay, are the only places 
in the region where wom¬ 
en can undergo abortions 
during the first 12 weeks of 
pregnancy regardless of 
the circumstances. 

Last week, legislators in the 
poor southern Mexican 
state of Oaxaca voted to 
also decriminalize abortion. 
Abortion rights marchers in 
Mexico City clamored Sat¬ 
urday forthe entire country 
to decriminalize abortion. 
'The patriarchy will fall!" 
protesters chanted. 

Most demonstrators were 
peaceful, but a small num¬ 
ber set fires and vandalized 
property. Police and fire¬ 
fighters put out the blazes. 
According to the Guttm- 
acher Institute, a research 


By AMY GUTHRIE 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

speeding rail caron a roll- 
ercoasterflipped overmid¬ 
ride at a Mexican amuse¬ 
ment park on Saturday, kill¬ 
ing two people and injuring 
two others. 

The Mexico City attorney 
general's office said two 
men aged 18 and 21 died 
of head and other injuries 
when the last car on the 


group that supports abor¬ 
tion rights, 97% of women 
in Latin America and the 
Caribbean live in countries 
w ith re stric tive a b o rtio n 
laws. Six countries-the Do¬ 
minican Republic, El Salva¬ 
dor, Haiti, Honduras, Nica¬ 
ragua and Suriname - do 
not allow abortion under 
any circumstances. 

During 2010-2014, the in¬ 
stitute estimates that 6.5 
million induced abortions 


coaster derailed at the La 
Feria amusement park. Two 
women were hurt. 
Preliminary investigations 
indicate a mechanical 
failure caused the car to 
come loose and fall from 
a height of 10 meters (33 
feet) above the ground, 
said Ulises Lara Lopez, 
spokesman forthe attorney 
general's office. 

Authorities are treating the 


occurred in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. That 
translates to a rate of 44 
per 1,000 women of re¬ 
productive age. About 
760,000 women in the re¬ 
gion are treated each year 
for complications from un¬ 
safe abortions. 

Here are some key facts 
and figures for specific 
countries: 

MEXICO 

In Mexico, Oaxaca state 


accidentasa case of neg¬ 
ligent homic ide. 

Video circulating on social 
media showed the carflip¬ 
ping nearly upside down 
and smashing into a metal 
loop on the rollercoaster. 
Images from the aftermath 
showed first responders 
attending victims and a 
single metal rail caron the 
ground, on its side, near 
blood stains.Q 


on Wednesday became 
the second jurisdiction — 
joining Mexico City —to al¬ 
low elective abortions dur¬ 
ing the first trimester. Only 
abortion in cases of rape 
is legal in all of Mexico. 
Some states make excep¬ 
tions for unviable fetuses, 
or when the mother's life is 
in danger, but women who 
misc a rry o r inte ntio na lly te r- 
minate pregnancies have 
sometimes been jailed for 
murder. 

The majority of abortions 
practiced in Mexico are 
clandestine. Since 2007, 
women in Mexico City may 
opt for abortions within the 
first 12 weeksof pregnancy. 
The Mexico City Health Min¬ 
istry says more tha n 200,000 
legal abortions have been 
performed in the capital 
overthe past 12years. 
CENTRAL AMERICA 
Three Central American 
countries have total bans 
on abortion: El Salvador, 
Nicaragua and Honduras 
Women in these countries 
also face a high incidence 
of sexual assault and un¬ 
wanted pregnancies 


El Salvadorstandsoutforits 
aggressive prosecution for 
suspected abortions More 
than a dozen women are 
in jail for abortion, some 
serving sentences of up 
to 40 years Such punish¬ 
ments often fall on poor, 
young women and victims 
of rape. The country also 
prosecutes health service 
providers believed to have 
assisted in abortions Wom¬ 
en who show up to hospi¬ 
tals following miscarriages 
or botched abortions are 
sometimes turned over by 
health care providers for 
investigation and prosecu¬ 
tion. 

Earlier in September, Sal¬ 
vadoran prosecutors said 
they would seek a third 
trial against Evelyn Beatrfz 
Hernandez, who says she 
didn't realize she waspreg- 
nant as a result of a rape 
when she was a teenager. 
Her mother says she found 
Hernandez passed out af¬ 
ter her daughter birthed a 
likely stillborn baby into an 
outdoor toilet. The hospital 
where she was treated re¬ 
ported the missing baby to 
investigators. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Argentina came close to 
decriminalizing abortion 
last year for any pregnan¬ 
cy up to 14 weeks after a 
measure passed in the low¬ 
er house of Congress. The 
Senate voted it down un¬ 
der heavy opposition from 
conservative groups. 

Pope Francis, who is from 
Argentina, says abortion 
can never be condoned, 
even when the fetus stands 
little chance of survival out¬ 
side the womb. The home¬ 
land of Pope Fra nc is is a Iso 
home to some of the most 
widely attended and vocal 
protests in fa vorof legalizing 
abortion, with thousands of 
women taking to the streets 
of Buenos Aires each year 
with green scarves around 
their necksO 


Mexico City rollercoaster 
car jumps tails, killing 2 
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Sx Action Steps How to C reate Your Wealth with More Confidence 


I 


by Bonnie Goitler 

Do you feel confidentthinking and talking about 
money? If someone starts a conversation about 
money do you find yourself backing away want¬ 
ing to leave because you don't want to get in¬ 
volved in a financial discussion? You can learn 
new skills and develop new habits so that your 
thoughts and feelings around money give you a 
feeling of confidence, safety and a more peace¬ 
ful attitude instead of worry and stress. 



Value creates money 

Focus on providing val¬ 
ue. Begin your journey to 
wealth by changing a few 
habits now and begin to 
embrace new thoughts 
about your wealth. Are 
you willing to commit to 
what ittakesto accomplish 
your wealth goals? It starts 
with you changing your 
thoughts from you can'tto 
you can. Start trusting your 
abilities to create change. 
Focus on becoming clear 
about your financial goals. 
Create a written plan for 
your finances. Don't worry 
about being perfect, this 
plan is one that you can 
twea k a lo ng the wa y. Ho w- 
ever, yourplan will help you 
plan youraction steps. 
Perhaps, you have made a 
plan but find thatyou don't 
follow it consistently. Your 
inaction may be due to 
lack of knowledge, some 
past negative experienc¬ 
es, or even fear of the un¬ 
known. Your beliefs about 
money may be from what 
you were taught when you 
were younger. With some 
practice, you can teach 
yourself to have a differ¬ 
ent set of beliefs You can 
increase your knowledge. 


Thisdoesn't mean that you 
will have all the answers for 
the future. However, you 
can improve your finan¬ 
cial decisions by learning 
as much as you can. If you 
don't make changes, you 
will stay exactly where you 
are now. 

Create the positive 
thoughts you want. Focus 
on your new thoughts, not 
ones from the past. Your 
thoughts and attitude will 
help you make a differ¬ 
ence so you can create 
the financial lifestyle you 
want. Start now chang¬ 
ing your mindset about 
your money, and this will 
pave your way towards 
greater wealth. It's pos¬ 
sible to improve your cur¬ 
rent money beliefs. The first 
step is awareness and then 
for you to be willing to cre¬ 
ate change. With time and 
practice, this isdoable. You 
can believe anything you 
want about money. Your 
imagination becomes your 
rea lity. With a few c ha nges, 
you can experience more 
wealth with more confi¬ 
dence. Here are six action 
stepsto get you started. 

Six Action Steps How to 
Create Your Wealth with 


More Confidence 

1. Develop your win¬ 
ning mindset. The way 
you live or how you were 
brought up is what is nor¬ 
mal to you. This is your 
money beliefs. Manage 
your thoughts. Get in the 
habit of saying kind things 
to yourself about money. 
You want to be financially 
responsible by establishing 
good saving habits, watch¬ 
ing your spending, and 
tracking your money every 
month. The goal is to get 
to the point where you feel 
safe instead of stressed. 

2. Set persona I wea Ith 
goals. Develop a daily rou¬ 
tine thatyou commit to fol¬ 
lowing each day. Create a 
review process to keep you 
on track orto help you see 
where you may need some 
improvement to complete 
your goals. Acknowledge 
your biggest wins and big¬ 
gest learning experiences. 


3. Improve your 

knowledge. Gettraining by 
taking a course, network¬ 
ing over the internet or in 
person, or watching edu¬ 
cational videos. 

4. Let go of your past, 
stop being hard on your¬ 
self fornot having asmuch 
wealth as you thought you 
would have. No matter 
what you believe about 
money right now, a new 
belief can be learned. It's 
possible for you to change 
your money beliefs and 
step through your money 
challenges and grow your 
wealth. 

5. Save money to in¬ 
vest. Open an investment 
account and begin plan¬ 
ning to deposit money into 
youraccount each month. 
Even if it'sonly a few dollars 
begin saving some of forin- 
come foryou. You will most 
likely not miss the money, 
but you will be thankful that 


yo u set the mo ney a sid e. 

6. Invest in yourfuture. 
Start as early as you can in¬ 
vesting in the stock market. 
Money makes money, and 
it grows significantly over 
time. 

When it comes to your 
wealth journey, start cre¬ 
ating financial goals in a 
way that fits your personal 
needs You do this by mak¬ 
ing mindful decisionsabout 
your money that match 
your goals, not somebody 
else's. 

Be open and set into mo¬ 
tion a practical plan for 
growing your knowledge, 
saving money, and invest¬ 
ing in your future. In this 
way, you will begin creat¬ 
ing a lifestyle towards the 
wealth you want. Integrat¬ 
ing these changes will help 
you gain the confidence to 
step through yourc ha lleng- 
es Take a step todayO 



Bonnie Goitler, the Wealth & Well- 
Being Coach, isa successful stock 
market expert who has been in- 
strumental in managing multi-mil- 
lion-dollar client portfolios within a 
top-rated investment firm during 
her over 35-year corporate ca¬ 
reer. As the author of “] oumey to 
Wealth", Bonnie has made it her 
mission to share the importance 
of risk management and how to 
enjoy true financial well-being by 
applying the technical and men¬ 
tal sides of investing. Bonnie has 
an M.B.A. in Business Administra¬ 
tion and is a certified life coach. 
Visit BonnieGoitier.com to learn 
mote about investing, well-being, 
and personal development 


Let’s Celebrate 
Coffee! 


You 


SEPTEMBER 29 th 

Celebrating National Coffee Day 

Any coffee beverage of any size, same flavor at 
Starbucks Renaissance Mall from 11 am -1 pm, 
Starbucks Renaissance Marketplace and 
Starbucks Paseo Herencia from 12 - 2pm 

OCTOBER 1 st 

Celebrating International Coffee Day 

Any coffee beverage of any size, 
same flavor between 12-2 pm 
at all Starbucks stores 

Join us for an educational coffee seminar at: 

Starbucks Renaissance Mail from 9 - 10am 
Starbucks Renaissance Marketplace from 10-11 am 
Starbucks Paseo Herencia from 2 - 3pm 


9.7 



For more info please visit 

fa cebook.com/sfarbudcsan 


Buy One Get One 
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New general manager&the fiist courtyard by Marriott Resort in 
the Caribbean: Courtyard By Marriott Aruba Resort 


PALM BEACH - On November 1, 2019, the 
first Courtyard by Marriott resort-styled 
property in the Caribbean will officially 
be flagged on Aruba. Ihe former Mill Re¬ 
sort & Suites has undergone an impressive 
$25-million investment to update and el¬ 
evate the property to the barefoot luxury 
and quality service that will become brand 
standards with the Courtyard by Marriott 
Aruba Resort 

The new resort will be operated by Trust 
Hospitality, a top boutique and resort hotel 
management company, based in Miami, 
FL, with locations throughout the Carib¬ 
bean, Latin America and North America. 

Trust Hospitality's newly appointed Gen¬ 
eral Manager, Vicky Perez, has been re¬ 
cently brought on to manage the com¬ 
plete conversion process as well as the 
on-going operations of the resort. Perez 
brings a broad comprehension of hospi¬ 
tality, compiling an impressively diverse 
careeretched through years of working in 


a variety of c a pa cities within Aruba'stour- 
ism industry. In addition, Perez has worked 
in several key operations and sales & mar¬ 
keting c a pa c ities fo r othe r ma jo r re so rts in 
Aruba, including the Renaissance Resort 
aswell asthe RitzCarlton Resort Aruba. 

This conversion marks a key milestone for 
Trust Hospitality, adding to itsgrowing port¬ 
folio of managing various brands within 
the Marriott International brands within the 
Caribbean. 

Trust Hospitality isa professional, full service 
hotel ma nagement company that ha sop- 
erated branded and independent hotels 
throughout the Americasforover30 years. 

As Pioneers in the management of urban 
and resort boutique hotels, Trust Hospital¬ 
ity offers comprehensive hotel manage¬ 
ment servicestailored to the specific man¬ 
agement requirements of each property. 
These customized solutions address not 
only the operational needsof each hotel, 




CONTACT US BY EMAIL: INFOOGOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 


CALL +29 7-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-978-5770 
WWW.GOLOCOASTARU8A.COM 


butalso the lifestyle character of the property, the brand 
and the ever increasing demands of reaching and en¬ 
gaging with each hotel's target customer. Besides, Flor¬ 
ida they have offices in Guadalajara, Mexico; Bogota, 
Colombia and Salvador, Brazil. a 


Goodwill Ambassadors 
from New J ersey 



EAGLE BEACH — Recently, 
Ms Dariine S. de Cuba had 
the great pleasure to honor 
loyal and friendly visitors 
of Aruba as Goodwill 
Ambassadors attheir home 
away from home. 

The honoreeswere: 

Andies & Louise Abeal 

from New Jersey, honored 
for coming to Aruba 33 
yearsconsecutive. 

The symbolic honorary title 


is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
between 10-20-35 and 
more consecutive years. 

Ms. Dariine S. de Cuba 
thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their vacation 
destination and as their 
home away from home 
for so many years together 
with the membersof Aruba 
Beach Club. □ 
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SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 

Play in our FREE Slot Tournament and win 
a share of $777 in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 and increases 
$25 each week until won! 

Registration starts at 6pm. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts f Boskin-Robhins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lab ! Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open daily 10am to 4am | i.E. Irausquin Olvd #47 
583.5000 | CDsmoaihambra.com 

Play Responsibly. Will wivw.g!artthlA;iarHnym«Js.arg if you or s«m«M# yo« Icmw has a gambling problem. 



Goodwill and Emerald Ambassadors at the Marriott SUrf Club 


NOORD — Recently, Marouska Hey- 
liger, representative of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority had the great plea¬ 
sure in honoring loyal visitors with 
their distinctive certificates. These 
certificates are a way to say "Ma¬ 
sha Da nki" fore ontinuously c hoosing 
Aruba as a favorite vacation desti¬ 
nation. 

The honoreeswere: 

Robert and Renee Bladekfrom 

Illinois who were honored as Good¬ 
will Ambassadors. They have been 
coming to the island for22 consecu¬ 
tive years. 

Demetrios and Phyllis Philip- 

pou from New York were honored 
as Emerald Ambassadors since they 
have been coming to the island for 
41 consecutive years. 

"The honorees stated that they love 
coming to the island for its beautiful 
weather, the friendly people and the 
great variety of restaurants. 

Heyliger together with representa- 
tivesofthe Marriott Surf Club present¬ 
ed the honoreeswith some giftsand 
thanked themforchoosing Aruba as 
their home away from home. O 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 

RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIM E5HARE RESORT 

Play a Linda Salas Office: Mon-Pri (8am-4pm] 
sal pSayalmda.com or call (■+29?}-SBS-lQQ0 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-45*14 




Monday at 3:00pm 


Friday at 8;00pm 


DAILY 

HAPPENINGS 


Cultural Night 


Caribbean Night 


Tuesday at 8:00 pm 


There is always something happening for 
the entire family at Posed Hereneia. 
Enjoy our free weekly even t$. 


Violin Night 


Aruba Has Talent 


Sunday at 8:00pm 


Wednesday at S:QOpm 


Aruba Has Talent ^ 


Noche Latina 


Every night at 
750pn 8:30pm 950pm 


Thursday at 8:00pm 


i&m 


uncus Night 


Liquid Firework Show 


STORES OPENING HOURS 
Monday thru Saturday 7 Oam to 1 Opm 
Sundays 5pm to 10pm 

Parking available in Paseo Parking Garage at 
AfL 1,75/$ 1.00 per hour 


Paseo Hereneia Shopping Center 
JT Irausquin Blvd 382-A * Palm Beach, Aruba 


f3(D You030 

#paseoherencia 


Aruba to Me 

ORANJ ES1AD - Aruba Today likes to welcome readers 
to participate in our newspaper. You can see that in our 
Honored Guest-publications, specials like on Valentine's 
Day and on other occasions. Throughout the year you 
are always welcome to send us your vacation pictuie(s) 
together with completing the sentence: Aruba to me is 
.(Email: news@arubatoday.com) 

Fortoday'snewspaperwe received a great picture from 
lanya Duhaneyfrom Queens New York. 

She is visiting Aruba with hermom to show herhow much 
she appreciates a II that she doesforher. She says: 

Arnba to me is. 


#HeavenOnEarth! 



BRINGAMOSA 
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Hotel 


Hustle 


Column by: Shanella Pantophlet 

Left Behind 

One of my biggest feats when on vacation is leaving something behind in a 
hotel or wherever I'm staying and not noticing until I'm on the plane oral- 
ready home. The day before check out and rightuptothe minute I leave I'm 
constantly checking and rechecking the room for anything. The one time I 
didn't do it; I lost one sock in the beds sheets in London. 




Losing stuff or leaving stuff behind is probably 
one of the most commonsoccurrences in ho¬ 
tels however. We like most resorts have a full 
lost and found policy fora range of items from 
clothes, to jewelry and other things. "Fhe most 
commonly left behind items a re a few pieces 
of clothing. Although there were some guests 
who left quite a bit of clothing, to the point I 
told the Executive Assistant that they probably 
left them to save on overweight bag fees A 
theory that will be proven correct if they claim 
the c lothes on their next visit. 

While clothes are the standard we have also 
had other non-standard items behind, most 
are tame things such as a stuffed animal, fish¬ 
ing rods and chargers or charger wires Of 
course there are always times where more ris 
que things are either found ora guest calls to 
askifwe could have a lookto see if they've left 


them behind. Ihe most memorable of these 
being adult entertainment devices, which 
the guest wanted shipped back. Taking those 
items to the post office and having to explain 
exactly what they were to the agent's was an 
experience in professionalism on all sides to 
keep seriousfaces 

Another popular item that's usually left behind 
in rooms a re illegal substances Asa hotel, we 
do all we can to discourage the use of those 
sorts of paraphernalia on property, but know 
people are on vacation and will use if they 
are so inclined. In the instances when drugs 
are found in the room another set of proce¬ 
dures have to be followed including how it is 
reported and turned in. Usually the quantities 
housekeepers encounter are of the personal 
use amount and thus do not need to be re¬ 
ported to the police. 


However every now and again there are a 
few surprises in the form of shopping bags with 
a mixture of both legal and illegal substances 
and creative hiding spots are found. We've 
had engineering people discover stuff in the 
vents during routine maintenance of rooms, 
guests finding baggies in books in the lend¬ 
ing library or housekeepers finding items while 
cleaning the roomsforthe new check in. 

Being in a bustling hotel does afford a cer¬ 
tain anonymity as we can never say for sure 
who wasthe one using orhow long something 
that'sbeen well hidden hasbeen in a particu¬ 
lar room. We are very well aware you can't 
take your stash with you, but forthe sake of 
staff and the guest coming in after you, we 
do wish you'd discard it instead of leaving it 
behind .□ 



Aruban bom and bred Shanella Fferrtophletis passionate about tour¬ 
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might as well call 
her a specialist Luckily for Aruba Today Shanella also loves to write. 
And togetherwith the fectthatthe majority of our leaders are tourists, 
we found ouiselvesa perfect combination fora column: Hotel Hustle. 
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C levela nd Brawns ranning 
back Nick Chubb runs with 
the ball against the Baltimore 
Ravens during the first half of 
an NFL football game Sunday, 
Sept 29, 2019, in Baltimore. 

Mayfield 
and Chubb 



to cany 
Browns 
past 
Ravens 

BALTIMORE (AP) — Finally, 
Baker Mayfield and the 
Cleveland Browns lived up 
to the hype. 

Even better, the brash 
quarterback and the long 
suffering franchise cel¬ 
ebrated their coming out 
party with a lopsided victo¬ 
ry overa longtime nemesis. 
Mayfield threw for 342 
yards and a touchdown, 
Nick Chubb ran for a piv¬ 
otal 88-yand score and the 
Browns beat the Baltimore 
Ravens 40-25 Sunday to 
earn a share of first place 
in the AFC North. 

Chubb finished with 165 
yards and three touch- 
downsagainstthe league's 
third-ranked rushing de¬ 
fense. Jarvis Landry had 
eig ht catches for 167 yards 
before leaving with a sus¬ 
pected concussion, and 
Odell BeckhamJ r. had two 
catches for 20 yards in a 
supporting role. 

Continued on Rage 22 



Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, ofj amaica, celebrates after winning the gold medal in the women's 100 meterfinal during the World Ath¬ 
letics Championships in Doha, Qatar, Sunday, Sept 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Delle Donne leads Mystics to 
95-86 Game 1 win over Sun 



Washington Mystics foiwaid Elena Delle Donne reacts after be¬ 
ing fouled while scoring in the first half of Game 1 of basket¬ 
ball's WIMBA Finals against the Connecticut Sun, Sunday, Sept 
29, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FBNBERG 
WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
the Connecticut Sun ral¬ 
lying, Elena Delle Donne 
wouldn't be denied down 
the stretch for the Wash¬ 
ington Mysticsin Game lof 
the WNBA Finals 
The league's MVP scored 
two big baskets for Wash¬ 
ington after Connecticut 
had cut its deficit to four in 
the fourth quarter and the 
Mystics held off the Sun 95- 
86 on Sunday. 

"It'snice to have a weapon 
like that that can make 
those playsbecause there's 
not very many that can," 
Washington coach Mike 
Thibaultsaid. 

Delle Donne scored 22 
points and Ariel Atkins had 
21 for the Mystics, who 
earned theirfirst finals win in 
fra nc hise history. They were 
swept last year by Seattle 
in their only other appear¬ 
ance in the championship 
round. Delle Donne was 
battling a bone bruise in 
la st year's finals. 

"It feels great to know that 
I'm able to actually give 
everything I have," Delle 
Donne said. "Last playoffs 
I gave everything I had, 
but that was about 70 per- 
cent.J ustphysically I wasn't 
there. So, to be back and 
to be feeling good and 
to have my body working 
properly." 

Kristi Toliver, who suffered 
her own bone bruise this 
year, added 18 points for 
the Mystics. Game 2 of the 
best-of-five seriesisTuesday 
night in Washington. 

"The Mystics were up nine 
at the half and extended 
the lead to 17 in the third 
quarter before Connecti¬ 
cut rallied within four twice 
in the final period. Delle 
Donne — the league's MVP 
— answered each time for 
Washington with a basket. 
Her jumper with 4:56 left 
made it 82-76 and started 
a 9-0 run to put the game 
out of reach. 

'Obviously a go-to play¬ 
er down the stretch that 
they can play through and 
made some big plays," 
Connecticut coach Curt 
Miller said of Delle Donne. 
"But like Alyssa Thomas is an 


elite defender, and when 
she bodies up on 99 per¬ 
cent of the people in the 
league and they've picked 
up their dribble, she usually 
gets them stopped. But we 
all know that EDD's step- 
through in that last move¬ 
ment to the basket where 
she leans in and can cre¬ 
ate space and get hershot 
off is the only person in the 
world that does that."Atkins 
followed with a 3-pointer 
that made it a nine-point 
game and then corralled 
an offensive rebound that 
Toliverfinished off with a fin¬ 
ger roll down the lane with 
3:16 left. 

"Ariel Atkins contribution 
was huge today, from 
making her first three of the 


game to being aggressive," 
Thibault said. 'That looked 
like the Ariel from last year 
in the playoffs, and that 
offensive rebound she got 
late in the game was a 
huge saverforus. It gave us 
the last piece of momen¬ 
tum that we needed." 

The Sun could only get 
within eight the rest of the 
way. 

Courtney Williams scored 
26 points and Alyssa Thom¬ 
as added 20 to lead Con¬ 
necticut, playing the finals 
for the first time since 2005. 
After a tight first 6 min¬ 
utes Mike Thibault inserted 
Emma Meesseman into 
the lineup playing all three 
of Washington's bigs to¬ 
gether. It was a lineup that 


Connecticutdidn'tsee dur¬ 
ing the three regular sea¬ 
son meetings. Delle Donne 
missed the first game be¬ 
cause of knee pain. Mees¬ 
seman missed the other 
two games because she 
was with the Belgium na¬ 
tional team 


The pair a long with LaToya 
Sanders helped Washing¬ 
ton go on a 12-0 run to 
close the quarter and give 
the Mysticsa 30-17 lead. 

"It's something we talked 
about," Sun guard J asmine 
Thomas said of getting off 
to a good start. Q 
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Mother's Day: Fraser-Rye e, Felix get golds at worlds 



The United Slates team of Allyson Felix, Wilbert London, Michael Cheny and Courtney Okolo after 
winning the gold medal in the mixed 4x400 meter relay race atthe World Athletics Championships 
in Doha, Qatar, Sunday, Sept 29, 2019. 


By EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Wtffcer 
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — Only 
moments after Shelly-Ann 
Fraser-Pryce zoomed past 
the finish line Sunday night, 
she scooped up something 
more precious than gold. 
Her 2-year-old son ^on 
came down to the track to 
join her for the victory lap. 
What a fitting way to cele¬ 
brate theJ amaican speed¬ 
sters fourth and hardest- 
earned 100-meter title at 
world championships. 

"A victory for motherhood!" 
Fraser-Pryce said. 

Sure is. And if2019hasbeen 
the Year of the Mother in 
track and field, then Sun- 
da y wa s M othe rs Da y. 

Only moments before Fra¬ 
ser-Pryce — this time with 
herlong hairarranged in a 
rainbow-pastel pastiche — 
blasted past the field in a 
season-best 10.71 seconds 
, new mom Allyson Felix 
surpassed none other than 
Usain Bolt with her record 
12th gold medal at worlds 
Thisone came in the brand 
new mixed relay, in which 
two men and two wom¬ 
en team up for four trips 
around the track. 

Felixwasamong the Ameri- 


HARR0GA1E, England (AP) 

— Mads Pedersen won 
the men's elite race atthe 
Road World Champion¬ 
ships on Sunday in a sur¬ 
prise victory amid heavy 
rain in northern England. 
Ihe 23-year-old Dane beat 
Matteo Trentin and Stefan 
Kung as the race — 261 
kilometres (162 miles) in 
the cold and wet Yorkshire 
Dales — came down to a 
much-reduced sprint on 
Parliament Street. 

Trentin was first to open up 
as they came past Bettys 
Cafe Tea Rooms but the 
Italian soon realized he had 
gone too soon asPedersen 
swept past him to win by a 
comfortable margin. 

Gianni Moscon came in 
fourth ahead of three-time 
formerworld champion Pe- 
terSagan. 

Organizers announced 


cans who banded togeth¬ 
er in protest this summer, 
getting Nike to change a 
long-standing policy that 
stopped paymentsto preg¬ 
nant athletes in this sport. 
Her 10-month-old daugh¬ 
ter, Camryn, waswith herat 
the stadium. Felix said she 
got goose bumps watch¬ 
ing Fraser-Pryce cross the 
finish line first .12 seconds 
ahead of Dina Asher-Smith 
of Britain. 



Denmaik's Mads Pedersen 
celebrates winning the men 
elite race, atthe road cycling 
World Championships in Har¬ 
rogate, England, Sunday, 
Sept 29, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 

early Sunday that the route 
would be cut by 19 kilo¬ 
meters to 261 kilometers, 
bypassing the key climbs 


'What she's done is amaz¬ 
ing," Felix said. 'She'shad a 
hard road, too. She keeps 
encouraging me. Her first 
year wasn't the best, but 
her second year, she's bet¬ 
ter than ever. Women are 
amazing and she's leading 
the way." 

Fraser-Pryce said she sat 
on her bed and cried the 
day she found out she was 
pregnant. Not too much 
after that, she heard peo- 


of Buttertubs and Grinton 
Moor as flooding struck 
roads made famous by the 
2014 Grand Depart of the 
Tourde France. 

Defending champion Ale¬ 
jandro Valverde climbed 
off with 100 kilometers to 
go, with Britain's 2018 Tour 
de France winner Geraint 
Thomas another to give up 
early. 

"I would have liked to have 
finished the race, to be 
there out of respect for my 
teammates and for Spa in," 
Valverde said in a tweet 
from the Spanish cycling 
federation. "It was very 
cold, very windy, and rain¬ 
ing ... I was completely fro¬ 
zen." 

Dutch cyclist Annemiek 
van Vleuten rode alone for 
more than 100 kilo meters to 
win the women's elite race 
on Saturday.Q 


pie saying it might be time 
to quit. 

"Everyone's entitled to 
their opinion," she said. "I 
knew how I felt and I knew 
I wasn't ready to go. I had 
something left to do, and 
I stayed focused on the 
goal." And that, in many 
ways, hasbeen the point of 
thisyearforher, forFelix, for 
any woman who has ever 
been told it'soveronce she 
dec id esto start having kids. 
Felix spent more than a de¬ 
cade cultivating a reputa¬ 
tion as a classy champion, 
but a very private person. 
When she went public 
with her issues with Nike, it 
served as a tipping point 
to the movement begun 
earlier in the summer by 
Alysia Montano in track, 
and members of the U.S. 
women's soccer team, 
who were fighting a similar 
battle on different turf for 
equal pay during their run 
to a World Cup victory. 

All of it eventually made a 
difference — notonly in the 
terms Nike was willing to 
rework in its endorsement 
c o ntra c ts fo r e lite a th lete s, 
but in the message it sent 
a bout equality. 

"I think everything I went 
through this year ... it just 
brings it all back that it's so 
much bigger than myself," 
Felix said. 

There were others compet¬ 
ing in the quarter-full stadi¬ 
um Sunday night, including 
Christian Taylor, who won 
his third straight triple-jump 
world championship . 


And pole vaulter Anzhe- 
lika Sidorova of Russia, who 
c lea red 4.95 meters to beat 
American Sandi Morris for 
the gold. Sidorova is com¬ 
peting as a neutral athlete 
because of Russia's doping 
problems and will receive 
her medal Monday night 
with the lAAF's "anthem," 
not Russia's, playing in the 
background. 

Another mother won gold 
in the women's 20-kilo meter 
walk early Monday morn¬ 
ing. Liu Hong of China took 
the 2017 and 2018 seasons 
off to have a child before 
returning triumphantly in 
2019. She led a Chinese po¬ 
dium sweep. 

Another gold medalist was 
Courtney Okolo — Felix's 
25-year-old relay team¬ 
mate. 

"It's definitely an inspiration 
to all women," Okolo said 
of the 33-year-old Felix. 
'You see the journey she's 
been on this year, and 
now you're seeing a lot of 
women can do that and 
come back successfully. I 
know that when the time 
comes for me to have kids, 
it's something I can do, as 
well." 

Between them, Fraser- 
Pryce and Felix have piled 
up a combined 27 medals 
at world championships 
overthe past 14years.They 
are, by almost any mea¬ 
sure, the two mostdominat- 
ing sprinters of their time. 
Even so, these two golds 
are destined to stand out 
for them, mainly for the 
work they put in simply to 
make it back to the track. 
On top of the normal 
stresses of pregnancy, 
both women delivered 
via cesarean sections that 
ravage the core muscles 
critical for sprinters trying to 
burst out of the blocks. 

"For 10 weeks, I couldn't lift 
weights (while lying) on my 
back," Fraser-Pryce said. 
"And mentally, it's even 
harder because you're 30, 
you're having a baby, the 
females are out there run¬ 
ning fast. You wonderif you 
can come back. Forme, I 
just worked really hard." 
Felix's baby came two 
months prematurely and 
spent around a month in 
the neonatal intensive- 
care unitO 


Pedersen wins gold in men's 
elite race at Road Worlds 
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Jee/j Torn Safaf^. 

Drive yeur own Jeep wrangler or m sunnage. or me a passenger] through me Counity side, 
explore Aruba's socrei benches that you would never on your own. well present Aruba's 
total lojtsjno history by Inep with the island's host guides pointing out the way end stopping at the 
most iconic sites tho island has to offer, such as Indian Caves National Para, oaby Beach & 
rrto re ...op l io no I lain ns for a nice Sabin p & Sncrfcelrng cruise after your Jeup four 
Visit us at Casa del Mar, Piaya Linda, Holiday Inn Conderge/lcbby desk/ beach huts, RIU Hul between Antilla & 
Palace Motel on the beech, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Piaya Linda Resort. 
For reservations call 5B7-2302 (Mon-Sun} Or book online at: www.pelican-aruba.corn 



liott wins playoff race at Charlotte in scorching heat 



Chase Bliott poses with the trophy after winning the NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Charlotte 
Motor Speedway in Concord, N.C., Sunday, Sept 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By J ENNA FRYER 
APAuto Racing Writer 
CONCORD, N.C. (AP) — 

Chase Elliott overcame a 
costly mistake that nearly 
wrecked his car to win a 
sloppy race in scorching 
temperatures on Ihe Roval 
at Charlotte Motor Speed¬ 
way. 

The Sunday showcase was 
the first elimination race in 
NASCAR's playoffs and at¬ 
tention was focused on 
which fourdriverswould be 
cut from 16-driver champi¬ 
onship field. Elliott recov¬ 
ered from an earlier gaffe 
when he was leading on 
a restart, locked his tires 
headed into the first tum 
and drove directly into a 
tire barrier. 

"I couldn't believe I did that. 
That was just so stupid," El¬ 
liott said. "I don't know that 
you could have done any¬ 
thing more stupid lead¬ 
ing this race than what I 
did right there. Luckily our 
car wasn't too bad ... fast 
enough to drive up through 
there, got the cautions 
at the right time, and just 
did n't quit. 

"If there's ever a lesson to 
not quit, today was the ex¬ 
ample." 

Behind him, the race was 
for the final spot in the sec¬ 
ond round of the playoffs 
with Elliott'steammate, Alex 
Bowman, desperately try¬ 
ing to hang on to the 12th 
slot. He finished second in 
the race — in a backup car 
because he crashed in final 
practice — but his fate was 
out of his control because 
he trailed Ryan Newman in 
the playoff standings 
But Newman, racing Aric 
Almirola over the final few 
laps for a shot at advanc¬ 
ing, missed a chicane with 
two laps remaining and 
the error cost him his shot 
at advancing. The point 
difference swung to Bow¬ 
man, who slumped to the 
ground next to his car af- 


terthe race as medical at¬ 
tendants tried to help him 
recover from heat-related 
issues 

As Bowman was sitting 
there, Bubba Wallace ap¬ 
proached him for Bowman 
deliberately spinning him 
in the race. Bowman had 
said when he spun Wallace 
thatWallace had beenflip- 
ping him the middle finger 
for several laps and the 
contact was his retaliation. 
They exchanged brief 
words and Bowman ap¬ 
peared to laugh at Wal¬ 
lace right before Wallace 
angrily splashed his bottle 
ofwaterin Bowman's face. 
Bowman waslatertaken to 
the infield care center for 
furthertreatment. 

It was that kind of messy 
day on the hybrid road 
course/oval at Charlotte, 
where the championship 
chances ended for New¬ 
man, Almirola, Kurt Busch 
and Erik J ones. 

A late caution led NAS¬ 
CAR to stop the race for 
a cleanup and the driv¬ 
ers had to sit inside their 
cockpits, where tempera¬ 
tures hovered around 120 
degrees. NASCAR officials 
went car-to-car hand¬ 
ing out water bottles, and 
Newman was among the 
many who radioed their 
crew asking for bags of ice 
to be waiting for him when 
the race ended. 

Kyle Busch decided he 
wasn't going to sit in the 
heat and drove his car 
to the garage, calling it 
a race with seven laps re¬ 
maining. He wasthree laps 
down at the time and al¬ 
ready locked into the sec¬ 
ond round of the playoffs. 
Kevin Ha rvick finished third 
and wasfollowed byStew- 
art-Ha as Racing teammate 
Clint Bowyer, who was in 
danger of being eliminat¬ 
ed from the playoffs but 
advanced with his fourth- 
place finish. 


Brad Keselowski was fifth 
and followed by pole-sitter 
William Byron, Martin Truex 
Jr. and Ryan Blaney as 
playoff drivers claimed the 
top eight spots. 

The track, typically a stan¬ 
dard NASCAR oval, was 
modified for this playoff 
race for the second con¬ 
secutive year into a 17- 
tum, 2.28-mile circuit that 
uses both the road course 
through the infield and 
the oval. The twists and 
turns a round the circuit are 
marked with chicanes on 
the backstretch and front- 
stretch to slow the cars, 
and, potentially increase 
passing on the oval por¬ 
tion of the track. An added 
wrinkle from last year is an 
overhauled backstretch 
chicane revamped to 
make ita braking and pass¬ 
ing zone. 

NASCARmade itveryclear 
in every communication 
with tea ms that skipping a 
chicane would be penal¬ 
ized, and Newman was 


one of many drivers to miss 
it and suffer a costly set¬ 
back. 

JONES HRSTOUT 

ErikJ oneswasthe first d river 
eliminated from the play- 
offsaftera horrible opening 
round. 

He had a mechanical issue 
at Las Vegas, but rallied last 
week at Richmond to finish 
fourth in a 1-2-3-4 sweep 
forj oe Gibbs Racing. Then 
NASCAR said Jones' car 
had failed post-race in¬ 
spection, and the 42-point 
penalty dropped him to 
la st in the p la yoff fie Id. 
Jones was in a must-win 
situation at Charlotte to 
advance into the second 
round of the playoffs, but 
he went to the garage with 
damage to his Toyota at 
the end of the first stage 
and finished last. It official¬ 
ly knocked him out of the 
playoffs while the race was 
still going on. 

"It's frustrating not to even 
have a chance throughout 
the whole race, you know?" 


said J ones. "It'sunfortunate. 
We just had three really 
bad weeksand it's some of 
our own doing and some 
not our own doing. I'd love 
to be moving forward here 
and challenging for the 
championship. I thought 
we could have went pretty 
deep this year, but it's just 
the nature of the playoffs." 
BUSCH BAKES 

Kyle Busch decided not to 
finish the race when NAS¬ 
CAR stopped it with seven 
laps remaining to clean up 
debris on the track. Busch 
was three laps down at 
the time and temperatures 
in the cars were hovering 
around 120 degrees during 
the stoppage. 

With nothing to gain when 
the race resumed, Busch 
threw in the towel and 
pulled off the track. 

UP NEXT 

The opening race of the 
second round of the play¬ 
offs, Sunday at Dover Inter¬ 
nationa I Speedway. Chase 
Elliott won last yea r.Q 
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Foumette leads ags 1 26-24 
c omebac k over Bionc os 



Jacksonville Jaguais running back Leonard Foumette, right; 
runs with the ball during the second half of an NH.football game 
againstthe Denver Broncos, Sunday, Sept 29, 2019, in Denver. 

Assoc iated Press 


By ARNIE STAPLETON 
APPro Football Writer 
DENVER (AP) — Leonard 
Foumette ran fora career- 
high 225 yards and Josh 
Lambo kicked a 33-yard 
field goal as time expired, 
sending the Jacksonville 
Jaguars past the winless 
Denver Broncos 26-24 Sun¬ 
day. 

Ihe Broncos (0-4) not only 
were victimized by a last- 
second field goal for the 
second time this season, 
but they blew a 14-point 
lead at home in a loss for 
the first time since 2006. 
Gardner Minshew II drove 
the Jaguars, one of four 
AFC South teams who are 
2-2, into field goal range 
afterj oe Flacco's8-yard TD 
throw to Courtland Sutton 
with 1:38 left gave Denver 
a 24-23 lead. 


Eerily reminiscent of their 
16-14 loss to the Bears in 
Denvertwo weeksago, the 
Broncos helped ignite the 
winning drive by getting 
whistled for roughing the 
passer. 

Against Chicago, it was 
Bradley Chubb's question¬ 
able penalty, which the 
league admitted was a 
bad call. Against the Jag¬ 
uars, it was a flag by Von 
Miller, who reached up 
and struck Minshew in his 
neckjustashe released his 
pass in a chaotic pocket. 
Miller's foul spoiled his big 
day in which he collected 
his 99th and 100th career 
sacks and drew several 
holding penalties, one of 
which wiped a Jaguars 
touchdown off the board. 
The 15-yard flag on a 
1-yard throw on second 


down gave Jacksonville a 
first-and-10 at its 41. 
Foumette topped his pre¬ 
vious career high of 181 
yards on Oct. 8, 2017, at 
Pittsburgh, and his big run 
Sunday was an 81-yarder 
that set up Jacksonville's 
go-ahead score. 

The Broncos finally ended 
their sack drought, drop¬ 
ping Minshew five times, 
but suddenly they couldn't 
stop the run. 

The result was their first 
home loss in which they led 
by 14 or more points since 
Nov. 19, 2006, when they 
were beaten by the Char¬ 
gers 35-27 after jumping 
out to a 24-7 lead. 
Jacksonville hadn't had a 
100-yard rusherin22games, 
the second-longest streak 
in the NFL behind Philadel¬ 
phia's 32-game drought. 


The J a guars also recorded 
their first takeaway of the 
season despite missing star 
comerbackJalen Ramsey, 
who was deactivated and 
missed a game for the first 
time in hisfour-yearNFLca- 
reer. He missed practice all 
week, first with an illness, 
then a back injury and fi¬ 
nally for paternity leave. 
Denver led 17-6 and was 
driving for another score 
just before halftime when 


safety Ronnie Harrison in¬ 
tercepted Flacco, who air¬ 
mailed a pass to Emman¬ 
uel Sanders. "That set up 
Lambo'ssecond field goal, 
cutting Jacksonville's defi¬ 
cit to 17-6 at the half. 
Coming out of the 
break, the Jaguars em¬ 
ployed a heavy front with 
308-pounder Cedric Og- 
buehi serving asan eligible 
receiver and extra blocker 
for Foumette.□ 



Cleveland BrownsquarteihackBakerMayfield (6) is pushed out 
of bounds by Baltimore Ravens inside linebacker trick On- 
wuasor (48) during the first ha If of an NFL football game Sunday, 
Sept 29, 2019, in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Rage 18 

The addition of Beckham 
and the maturation of 
Mayfield, combined with 
an improved defense, cre¬ 
ated high expectations for 
the Browns (2-2) during the 
offseason. Then Cleveland 
started 1-2, losing twice 
at home. Worse, Mayfield 
threw five interceptions 
and just three touchdown 
passes. 

None of that mattered af¬ 
ter the Browns breezed 
pastthe Ravens. 

'We know how good we 
can be. That's the frustrat¬ 
ing part about how we 
started," Mayfield said. 'We 
just need to do ourjob and 
that's what guys did this 
week." 

First-year coach Freddie 
Kitchensconcurred. 

'You keep yourhead down 
and keep working, usually 
good things happen," he 
said. 'You turn the comer." 
Cleveland kept Baltimore 
quarterback Lamar Jack- 
son in check and used a 
mixture of Mayfield's pass¬ 
ing and Chubb's physical 
running to rip the Ravens 
for530yards— the second 
straight week Baltimore (2- 
2) yielded more than 500 
yards 

'We've just got to clean it 
up and guys do their job. 
Simple as that," Ravens 


coach John Harbaugh 
said. 'We're not doing our 
assignment the way we're 
supposed to, too many 
times, and it's costing us big 
plays" 

Mayfield hit Landry for 65 
yards and connected with 
Ricky Seals-Jones for 59. 
Then, of course, there was 
that 88-yard run. In all, the 
Browns had 10 plays of at 
least 16 yards 
Asa result, Cleveland finds 
itself tied atop the division 
with the Ravens, who won 
it last year. It's the first time 
Cleveland has been in first 
place after four games 
since 2013. 

We haven't really won any¬ 
thing," Kitchens conceded. 
'Guys, it's just one game." 
Still, it's worth noting that 
Cleveland went 1-15 in 
2016 and 0-16 just two 
years ago, and this victory 
came against a team that 
owned a 30-10 lead in a 
seriesthat began in 1999 — 
three yearsafterArt Modell 
moved the original Browns 
to Baltimore. 

J ackson'sdeft passing and 
elusive running were a key 
part of Baltimore's 2-0 start, 
but for a second straight 
week he couldn't make up 
for his own team's porous 
defense. He got the Ra¬ 
vens to 24-18 with 9:51 left 
before Chubb took a pitch 


deep in his own territory, 
burst through a hole on 
the right side and ran un¬ 
touched into the end zone. 
"Anybody could have ran 
through that hole," Chubb 
said. 

A subsequent fourth-down 
gamble by Baltimore failed 
before Jackson threw suc¬ 
cessive interceptions . The 
first one ended a run of 
248 passes without being 
picked off. 

Jackson went 24 of 34 for 
247 yards and three scores 
He had 66 yards rushing. 
Down 17-10, the Ravens 
were moving forthe poten¬ 
tial tying score when Mark 
Ingram had the ball pried 
loose by Jermaine White- 
head, and Chad Thomas 


recovered at the Cleve¬ 
land 26. It was Baltimore's 
first turnover of the season. 
The Browns immediately 
went the other way and 
grabbed a two-touchdown 
advantage late in the third 
quarterwitha 2-yard run by 
Chubb. 

CHOKE HOLD 

Beckham and Ravens cor- 
nerback Marion Humphrey 
tangled several times dur¬ 
ing the game and got into 
a heated scuffle in the third 
quarter. Beckham threw 
a punch and Humphrey 
choked him after they 
wrestled to the ground. 
Both players were penal¬ 
ized. 

"I ran to him after the 
game, apologized," Hum¬ 


phrey said. 'That'snot really 
the brand of football I really 
want to represent. When 
the whistle blows, it's got to 
be overwith." 

HAIL BRIAN 

The Ravens inducted for¬ 
mer coach Brian Billiek into 
the team's Ring of Honor, 
adding his name to the fa¬ 
cade on the upper deck. 
Billiek led Baltimore to a Su¬ 
per Bowl victory during the 
2000 season and went 85- 
67 from 1999-2007. 

INJURIES 

Browns: Sta rting C Bs Denzel 
Ward and Greedy Williams 
were inactive with ham¬ 
string injuries for a second 
straight week. ... LB Willie 
Harvey left in the first quar¬ 
ter with a shoulder injury 
and did not return. 

Ravens: DT Brandon Wil- 
liams(knee) wasplaced on 
the inactive list after strug¬ 
gling during a pregame 
workout. 

UP NEXT 

Browns: Forthe second time 
in three weeks, Cleveland 
plays in prime time, facing 
the San Francisco 49erson 
the road Monday night. 
Ravens: In the second of 
three successive AFC North 
games, Baltimore travels 
to Pittsburgh to face the 
rival Steelers (0-3 entering 
Monday night game vs 
CincinnatiJO 
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Spenc e beats Porter, gets 2 belts in split-dec ision thriller 



Shawn Porter, left; is knocked down by Errol Spence J r. during the WBC & IBF World Welterweight 
Championship boxing match Saturday, Sept 28,2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — Errol 
Spence had never been 
tested at this degree of 
difficulty. Shawn Porter 
pressured, prodded and 
exposed him during a title 
bout that stretched every 
bit of Spence's vaunted 
boxing skill. 

"The budding welterweight 
superstar emerged with 
two championship belts 
afterhe figured out the an¬ 
swers to this test just in time. 
Spence added the WBC 
welterweight title to his IBF 
strap with a thrilling split-de¬ 
cision victory over Shawn 
Porteron Saturday night. 
Spence (26-0) persevered 
through the biggest chal¬ 
lenge of his ascendant 
career from Porter (30-3- 
1), a veteran brawler who 
forced Spence into un¬ 
comfortable situations in 
nearly every round. Spence 
matched Porter'space and 
landed more punches, and 
the Texan punctuated the 
win by knocking down Por¬ 
ter in the 11th round with a 
left hand. 

"This is a lifetime dream," 
Spence said. "It shows hard 
work pays off. ... Shawn 
Porter is a rough and awk¬ 
ward fighter. I didn't get off 
what I wanted to. He's a 
true champion. He made it 
tough ... (but) all my punch¬ 
es have bad intentions." 
Two judges scored it 116- 
111 forSpence, and a third 
scored it 115-112 for Porter. 
The Associated Pressscored 
it 114-113 forSpence. 
Porter's unorthodox, pug¬ 
nacious style baited the 
favored Spence into many 
wild exchanges, starting 
with a thrilling stretch of the 
third and fourth rounds.The 
pace rarely waned forthe 
rest of the bout, with Porter 
constantly forcing a tough 
fig ht. 

But Spence knocked down 
Porter with a spectacular 


left hand to the head with 
a minute left in the 11th 
round. The punch stag¬ 
gered Porter and rolled his 
eyes back, but he barely 
touched the canvas and 
went right back into the 
fight. 

"He's a strong kid," Porter 
said. "We both came in to 
do the job. I think I had a 
little more than what he ex¬ 
pected, but he handled it. 
Congratulations to him and 
his team. We're proud of 
what we did." 

The Staples Center crowd 
of 16,702 in downtown Los 
Angeles was on its feet 
throughout the 12th round, 
roaring for both fighters 
when they embraced after 
the final bell. 

Spence threw 745 punches 
to Porter's 744, a remark¬ 
able measure of the fight's 
evenness. But Spence 
landed 221 of those punch¬ 
es — 49 more than Porter. 
Spence also landed 44% 
of his power punches to 
just 25.7% for Porter, whose 
inaccuracy has been a 
problem in an otherwise 
stellar career. 

"Porter was throwing a lot," 
Spence said. "I wanted to 
show I was the bigger and 
stro ng e r we Ite rwe ig ht." 
Porter was a double-digit 
underdog with some odd- 
smakers despite his stellar 
record and accomplish¬ 
ments. That's a measure of 
the boxing world's respect 
for Spence, who has been 
one of the brightest rising 
stars in the sport since he 
turned pro following the 
2012 London Olympics. 

But Porter appeared to be 
the toughest opponent 
of Spence's career, and it 
showed. Porter believed 
he could beat Spence by 
forcing a brawl on his skill¬ 
ful opponent, taking away 
Spence's space to put to¬ 
gether combinations and 
using his awkward style to 
set up counterpunches. 


Porter's plan mostly suc¬ 
ceeded, starting with a dy¬ 
namite third round in which 
he absorbed body punch¬ 
es to deliver his own. Both 
fighters traded huge shots 
in a ramshackle three min¬ 
utes of action, and they fol¬ 
io wed it with a n eq ua lly ex- 
citing fourth in which each 
fighter rocked the other re¬ 
peatedly. 

Spence was the more ac¬ 
curate fighter throughout 
the bout, and the judges 
noticed. None of hispunchi¬ 
es was biggerthan the left 
hand in the 11th round, un¬ 
derlining his tactical skills 
with visceral evidence to 
the fa ns who loved Porter's 
wild aggression. 

With his rangy athleticism 
and virtuosic skill, Spence 
has captured fans with a 
series of crisp victories in 
recent years. Spence won 
the IBF title in 2017 by stop¬ 
ping Kell Brook in England, 
and he defended it three 
times, culminating in a 
one-sided thrashing of un¬ 
dersized Mikey Garcia in 
March. 


But Porter has been an 
elite welterweight for the 
past half-decade, rising to 
win the IBF title in 2013 be¬ 
fore losing it to Brook. He 
rebounded from a much- 
hyped lossto Keith Thurman 
in 2016 with four straight 
victories, including a deci¬ 
sion overDanny Garcia last 
year to claim the WBC belt. 
Josesito Lopez opened 
the pay-per-view show 
with an impressive eighth- 
round stoppage of fellow 
Southern California veter¬ 
an welterweight J ohn Mo¬ 
lina J r. Lopez (37-8, 20 KOs) 
knocked down Molina (30- 
9) twice in the first round 
and again in the seventh. 
Mario Barrios claimed the 
WBA 140-pound belt in his 
first world title shot with a 
narrow unanimous deci¬ 
sion over Uzbek Olympian 
Batyr Akhmedov. Barrios 
(25-0), from San Antonio, 
knocked down Akhmedov 
(7-1) twice, but the Uzbek 
slugger largely dominated 
long stretches of the fight, 
leading fans to boo the 
scorecards of 114-112, 115- 


111 and 116-111 for Barrios 
David Benavidez then won 
the WBC 168-pound title 
with a ninth-round stop¬ 
page of Anthony Dirrell, 
who fought the final half 
of the fight with a ghastly 
cut on his right eyelid. The 
22-year-old Benavidez (22- 
0), who controlled the bout 
before and after DirreM's 
cut, reclaimed the belt he 
won in 2017 and lost last 
year after testing positive 
forcocaine.Q 
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South Sudan launc hes mobile money to boost recovery from war 



In this photo taken Tuesday, Sept 10,2019, a man sits in his mobile money kiosk whic h spec ializes 
in sending money from South Sudan to Uganda, in the capital J uba. South Sudan. 

Associated Press 


JUBA, South Sudan (AP) 

— Angelo Adud needed 
some persuading to leave 
his job as a shopkeeper 
and become a mobile 
money agent in South Su¬ 
dan. Yet one week into his 
new role, the 29-year-old 
already saw a return on his 
investment. 

'This is a new country and 
digital things are hard to 
understand. I was worried, 
what if no one comes?" he 
said while helping a cus¬ 
tomer withdraw money in 
his newly rented space in 
the back of a parking lot 
in the capital, J uba. Adud 
said he earned more in 
commissions in one week 
than he would make in a 
month in his shop. 

South Sudan has launched 
mobile money, the ability 
to send and receive funds 
by phone, in an attempt to 
boost the economy aftera 
five-year civil war killed al¬ 
most 400,000 people. 

Two companies launched 
in August: m-GURUSH, 
owned by local tech firm 
Trinity Technologies, and 
Nilepay, a telecommunica¬ 
tions firm with Kenyan and 
South Sudanese owners. 


Both have partnered with 
Sin, one of South Sudan's 
two mobile operators 
In recent weeks Juba's 
streets have filled with 
ads urging people to start 
banking from their phones. 
The companies are relying 
on people who have al¬ 
ready used mobile money 
in neighboring countries 


like Kenya and Uganda to 
persuade hesitant locals 
that it is a more financially 
secure option than carry¬ 
ing cash. 

M o re tha n 80% of mo ney in 
South Sudan is not kept in 
banks since most of them 
are based in Juba, said 
Darius Mobe, director of 
the Nilepay platform. 


"Mobile money should 
make access to funds eas¬ 
ier for people in rural vil¬ 
lages, creating more finan¬ 
cial inclusion, which means 
people can play a bigger 
role in the economy," he 
said. 

But ma ny cha llenges need 
to be overcome before 
mobile money becomes 


widespread, including high 
illiteracy rates and a lack of 
IDcardsneeded forpeople 
to registerwith the service. 
Only 16%of the population 
has ID cards, according 
to the government, which 
meanspeople can receive 
money but are charged 
more to withdraw it and 
are unable to send cash. 
Nilepay said it is trying to 
establish biometric regis¬ 
tration using fingerprints, 
among other types of reg¬ 
istration. 

The main barrier, however, 
is a weak telecommuni¬ 
cations network, without 
which mobile transfers 
won't work. 

Years of civil war damaged 
or destroyed half of Sin's 
cell towers, said Ahmed 
Hussein, senior marketing 
manager. Before fighting 
erupted in 2013, Sin cov¬ 
ered nine out of 10 states 
with almost 400 cell towers 
across the country. Now 
it has less than 200. Many 
partsofthe country are cut 
off. 

Sin is trying to increase 
coverage starting with 
major cities such as J uba, 
Aweil, Bentiu and Wau. □ 


Whistleblower case opens window 
into sec ret computer systems 



A member of the audience holds a copy of the Whistle-Blower 
Complaint letter sent to Senate and House Intelligence Com¬ 
mittees during testimony by Acting Director of National Intel¬ 
ligence Joseph Maguire before the House Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee on Capitol hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept 26, 2019. 

Associated ness 


By DEBRIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

whistleblower complaint 
at the heart of Congress' 
impeachment inquiry 
opened a window Thurs¬ 
day into government com¬ 
puter systems that White 
House and other govern¬ 
ment employees use to 
share and manage classi¬ 
fied information on a day- 


to-day basis 

The process is complicat¬ 
ed. There are unclassified 
and classified systems that 
are not interconnected. 
Then there is still another 
where very sensitive infor¬ 
mation is stored — one that 
only a handful of officials 
can access. 

Memos and documents 
created to recount and 
transcribe presidential 


calls with foreign leaders 
typically are classified as 
"secret," one of the lowest 
levels of classified material. 
That makes sense because 
presidents aren't usually in 
the ha bit of sharing 'top se¬ 
cret" U.S. information with 
leaders of other nations 
This is exactly what hap¬ 
pened with the informa¬ 
tion about President Don¬ 
ald Trump's July 25 call 
with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zfelenskiy. The 
memorandum was classi¬ 
fied as "secret," and it was 
entered into a computer¬ 
ized system that stores oth¬ 
er "sec ret" and 'top secret" 
information. 

But the whistleblower al¬ 
leges that several White 
House officials became so 
concerned about the con¬ 
tent of the call thatthey in¬ 
tervened to "lockdown"aII 
recordsof it. Especially, the 


whistleblower wrote, the 
word-for-word transcript of 
the callthatwasproduced 
— as is customary — by 
the White House Situation 
Room. 

'White House officials told 
me that they were 'direct¬ 
ed' by White House lawyers 
to remove the electronic 
transcript from the com¬ 
puter system in which such 
transcripts are typically 
stored for coordination, fi¬ 
nalization and distribution 
to Cabinet-level officials," 
the whistleblower said in 
the complaint. 

The whistleblower says the 
transcript was loaded into 
the system reserved for 
the most sensitive informa¬ 
tion, describing that as "an 
abuse of this electronic 
system because the call 
did not contain anything 
remotely sensitive from a 
national security perspec¬ 


tive." 

Nate J ones, who served as 
director of counterterror¬ 
ism atthe National Security 
Council during the Obama 
administration, said the 
highly sensitive system has 
severe limitations on ac¬ 
cess. 

"It is a very exclusive sys¬ 
tem," said Jones, who 
founded CuIperPartners, a 
consulting firm. He said the 
transfer of the transcript 
"didn't happen by acci¬ 
dent. Somebody had to 
do it." 

Steven Aftergood, who 
directs the Federation of 
American Scientists' Proj¬ 
ect on Government Se¬ 
crecy, said the concern is 
that placing the Zelenskiy 
call records on the more 
restricted server was an ir- 
regularpractice thatcould 
be a prelude to record 
destructionO 
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Foimer college towns left to adapt to business loss 





In this Riday, Sept 20, 2019 photograph, a sign points to an auction at Green Mountain College 
in Poultney, Vt 

Associated Press 


By USA RATHKE 
POULTNEY, Vt (AP) — As 

colleges and universities 
come alive this fall, some 
campuses sit closed and 
empty aftersuccumbing to 
a recentwave offewerstu- 
dents and financial chal¬ 
lenges 

Now communitiesthatlong 
hosted those historic institu¬ 
tions and relied on them for 
an economic boost— and 
their very identity — are 
left to adaptto the vacan¬ 
cy and wondering what 
comes next. 

In Poultney, Vermont, pop¬ 
ulation 3,300, Green Moun¬ 
tain College had occupied 
a prominent spot at the 
end of the main street for 
185 years lhat changed 
in the spring, when the en¬ 
vironmentally minded lib¬ 
eral arts school closed after 
commencement, citing a 
drop in enrollment and fi¬ 
nancial challenges 
The closure "literally 
changed the entire town 
of Poultney," said Mel King¬ 
sley, who runs Mel's Place 
Hair Salon, several blocks 
from campus, and got 30% 
of her business from stu¬ 
dents. 

'The town came alive ev¬ 
ery time the students came 
back, and you can feel the 
difference,"she said. 
Besides the day-to-day loss 
of students and school em¬ 
ployees, communities also 
lose the graduates who 
stick a round. 

Sophia Vincenza Milkowski, 
of New York City, gradu¬ 
ated two years ago and 
stayed in Poultney because 
she liked it so much. 

"We're still trying to figure 
out what Poultney even is 


drug design 

By UNDA A. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer 
TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — Drcig- 
makens have embraced 
artificial intelligence — us¬ 
ing computers to analyze 
reams of data and then 
make predictions or rec¬ 
ommendations. 

Germany's Bayer has been 
testing how the technology 
can help diagnose com- 


now without it there," she 
said during a break from 
work at a taco restaurant. 
'We're all feeling its ab¬ 
sence," she said, "whether 
we were a part of the col¬ 
lege or not." 

Across the country, 71 
private nonprofit colleg¬ 
es and universities have 
closed since 1995, in¬ 
cluding schools that an¬ 
nounced they would shut- 
terin J une 2020, according 
to the National Association 
of Independent Colleges 
and Universities. 

Just 12 independent in¬ 
stitutions have opened in 
that period, while 29 have 
merged, the association 
said. 

Schools have grappled 
with a shifttoward more ca¬ 
reer-oriented training and 
a decline in the number of 


plexorrare conditions, has¬ 
ten drug developmentand 
more. 

The aspirin-creator has 
partnered with startupsand 
other tech companies to 
develop software and apps 
to speed diagnosis and 
guide treatment. The com¬ 
pany is working with hospi¬ 
tals, academic research¬ 
ers and others to compile 


college-age students Now 
towns are left dealing with 
the fallout. 

In Bristol, Virginia, the cam- 
pusofthe former Virginia In- 
termont College has stood 
vacant on the edge of the 
small city for mo re thanfour 
years. 

'When you lose a signifi¬ 
cant number of people 
that's coming into your 
downtown area on a daily 
basis, that does hurt the lo¬ 
cal surrounding businesses 
by virtue of students not 
spending cash and buy¬ 
ing food or goods that 
they would have normally 
bought when they were 
here in town," said Randy 
Eads, the city's manager 
and attorney. "So that has 
had an impact on some of 
the local businesses, which 
in turn has an impact on 


everything the Al software 
needs to "leam" before it 
analyzes a patient's con¬ 
dition. That includes infor¬ 
mation on disease causes, 
symptomsand progression, 
plus many past patients' 
test results, doctor reports 
and scanned images 
The Associated Press re¬ 
cently interviewed Angeli 
Moeller, who heads artifi¬ 


city revenue." 

Hiwassee College closed 
in the spring in rural, mostly 
white Madisonville, Tennes¬ 
see. Not only will the com¬ 
munity be losing one of its 
largest employers, but also 
"one small but important 
window into a larger, more 
diverse world," wrote Ro¬ 
land King, former spokes¬ 
man for the National As¬ 
sociation of Independent 
Collegesand Universities, in 
a newspaper editorial. 

In urban areas, some pri¬ 
vate colleges that have 
closed have been taken 
over by larger institutions, 
ordevelopers. 

This month, the Newbury 
College campus in the Bos¬ 
ton area sold for $34 million 
to investors in senior care 
housing and medical of¬ 
fice-related projects. 


cial intelligence projects 
across Bayer's pharma¬ 
ceutical business. Answers 
have been edited for clar¬ 
ity and brevity. 

Q: VUhy use partners for de¬ 
veloping Al software and 
apps? 

A: These areas are so new 
and so exploratory that you 
just wouldn't get there on 
time alone. □ 


The city council in Denver 
have approved a general 
vision for the redevelop¬ 
ment of the former Colo¬ 
rado Heights University in 
Denver into mixed uses, in¬ 
cluding housing with new 
public gathering spaces. 
New fits for shuttered col¬ 
lege campuses in smaller 
cities could be harder to 
find, leaving those commu¬ 
nities in limbo. 

There is hope in Bristol, 
where a Chinese business¬ 
man and his company, 
U.S. Magis International 
Education Center, bought 
the shuttered Virginia Inter- 
mont campus and want to 
open the Virginia Business 
College next fa II. 

In Vermont, besides Green 
Mountain College, the 
shuttered Southern Ver¬ 
mont College is also up for 
sale, and the College of St. 
Joseph in Rutland is trying 
to reinvent itself into a pro¬ 
fessional training and edu¬ 
cation centerafterit lost its 
accreditation last spring. 
There's interest in the Green 
Mountain College campus 
but no deals have been 
signed, said Robert Allen, 
the last serving president of 
the school. 

Down the street, the cus¬ 
tomer count is down at Bob 
Williams' hardware store, 
where students would buy 
fans and desk lamps and 
college maintenance 
workers would sometimes 
be in several timesa day. 
'We're anxiously looking for¬ 
ward to having something 
take over," Willia mssaid.□ 
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Difficulty Level ★ 9/30 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Sleep under the 
stars 

5 Cleans the floor 
9 Reddish dog 
13 Those not to be 
trusted 

15 “Zip-_-Doo-Dah” 

16 Peru’s capital 

17 Cupid’s projectile 

18 Inflammation of 
the liver 

20 Fraternity letter 

21 Female animal 

23 Afternoon rest 

24 Command 

26 Egg producer 

27 Slow graceful 
dance 

29 Human being 

32 Kilns 

33 Boses & Bartletts 
35 Abyss 

37 Drill tips 

38 Actress Keaton 

39 Mongolian desert 

40 _ up; arrange 

41 Breath 
fresheners 

42 Bundled hay 

43 Choose 

45 Orange-and- 
black bird 

46 Word attached to 
meal or cake 

47 Feeling sorry 
about 

48 Large antelope 

51 Indignation 

52 One of Santa’s 
helpers 

55 Mushroom 
58 Deadly 

60 Piece of evidence 

61 Woodwind 
instrument 

62 Hit hard 

63 _ on to; kept 

64 Tears 

65 Frosted 

DOWN 

1 Sound of thunder 

2 Haughtiness 

3 Puppet on strings 


4 Expert 

5 TV’s Bill _ 
6“_toa 

Nightingale” 

7 Energy 

8 Coast 

9 Customer 

10 _ the books; 
studies 

11 Leave out 

12 “Jeremiah _ 
bullfrog...” 

14 Uppsala folks 
19 Wedding cake 
levels 
22 Damp 
25 Trots 

27 Unruly crowds 

28 Climbing plants 

29 Le _; French 
auto race 

30 Remorseful 

31 Written slander 

33 Half-quart 

34 “Please Don’t _ 
the Daisies” 

36 Laundry soap 
brand 


38 Tyrant 

39 Put on weight 

41 Lunch & dinner 

42 Undies, for some 

44 Rich 

45 Father, 

Who art in 
heaven...” 

47 Angers 


48 Poison ivy 
symptom 

49 Beauty mark 

50 Anka or Reiser 

53 Tardy 

54 Ran away 

56 _-Wan Kenobi 

57 “Alley 

59 French friend 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Aiibnb to train volunteers for science 
research sabbatical 



In thisjan. 22,2015 file photo, Gentoo penguins stand on locks 
nearthe Chilean station Bemaido O'Higgins, Antaictica. Aiibnb 
is offering a handful of tourists concerned about the environ- 
menta chance to help participate in scientific teseaichonhow 
to help pieseive it with an all-expense paid trip to Antaictica. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Airhnb 
is offering a handful of 
people concerned about 
the environment a chance 
to participate in scientific 
research on how to help 
preserve it during an all¬ 
expense paid trip to Ant¬ 
arctica. 

Ihe Antarctic Sabbatical 
, as the travel company 
is dubbing it, will give five 
people the opportunity 
to study how widely micro 
plastics have infiltrated 
the region. Over a month's 
time in December, they'll 
be trained in lab work in 
Chile, collect snow samples 
in Antarctica, climb key 
glaciers and even visit the 
South Pole. 

Scientist Kirstie Jones-Wil- 
liams, who will be helping 
to train and guide the vol¬ 
unteer researchers, says 
the goal of the program 
isn't to create more scien¬ 
tists, but moreso global am¬ 
bassadors on the dangers 
of pollution and more. 

'The science itself that 
we're doing isn't enough," 
she told The Associated 
Press in a recent interview. 
"Actually, one of the big¬ 
gest threats to our sort of 
natural environment isn't 
necessarily the lack of infor¬ 
mation that we have ... but 
it's mo re the disenfranchise¬ 
ment that can occur with 
policymakers and apathy 
and eco-fatigue. 

'One of the main thingsisto 
geta bunch of people that 
can take the messages 


that we leam back to their 
respective countries," she 
said. 

It's the second offering in 
Airbnb's sabbatical pro¬ 
gram, which offers its us¬ 
ers a chance to take time 
to do more than see the 
sights but actually do some 
good. Eariierthisyear, Airb¬ 
nb selected five people 
to spend three months in 
Grottole in southern Italy to 
help preserve the way of 
life in the town, which is in 
danger of disappearing. 
Airbnb's Chris Lehane says 
bothsabbaticalsare partof 
the company's larger goal 
of more eco-friendly travel 
and to raise awareness of 
tourism's global footprint. 
"Airbnb is not going to solve 
climate change, but we all 
have a responsibility to do 
what we can and use our 
capacity to help take steps 
forward," said Lehane, se¬ 
nior vice president of glob¬ 
al policy and communica¬ 


tions. 

"A lot of travel in the world 
takes place in and around 
big events," he said. 'Can 
we find ways when people 
are going to travel around 
these big events, to make 
them much more sustain¬ 
able?" 

No scientific background 
is required to be selected 
for the Antarctic trip: How¬ 
ever, a love of the envi¬ 
ronment and the ability 
to complete some of the 
physical tasks, such as col¬ 
lecting samples, climbing 
glaciers and enduring bit¬ 
ter cold, is paramount. "It 
is hard to work in cold en¬ 
vironments so people that 
... perhaps work well under 
pressure, work well when 
they're tired, that's actually 
quite key," J ones-Williams 
said," and to actually ask 
questions, and people that 
are really hungry to get as 
much as they can out of 
thisexperience.Q 


EUROPEAN ANTIQUES 
SALE @ ANTIQUE MALL 
20% & More DISC. 
Rococo Plaza rd 4a 
Open Daily 9am-4pm 
EVERY SATURDAY 

YARD-SALE 9-2 pm 
Antique mall open 9-1 
FLEAMARKET #ONE 
SUNDAY OCT 6. 9-1 
Info whatsap 741-5640 
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FOR SALE 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $1,995 

Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
start $1,995 

e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Gold Season 

2B oceanview villa w/kitchen 
sleeps 8 

$12k or best offer 
E-mail: jan922@comcast.net 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 30 

Freewinds 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Big world around tiny star puts new spin on pla net formation 



Ibis image provided by Guillem Anglada-Escude shows a comparison of oifoits of the red dwarf 
starGJ 3512 and Hsnewly identified gasgiantplanetGJ 5312b, center, to the Earth's solar system 
and other nearby red-dwarf planetary systems 

Associated Ftess 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace WHter 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Ha. (AP) 

— A giantworld discovered 
around a tiny star is putting 
a new spin on how planets 
form. 

Astronomers reported 
Thursday they've found a 
Jupiter-like planet orbiting 
a star that's a mere 12% the 
massof oursun. There may 
even be another big gas 
planet lurking in this system 
31 lig ht-yea rs a wa y. 

The Spa nish-led tea m wrote 
in the journal Science that 
the newly confirmed plan¬ 
et did not form the usual, 
gradual way, where a solid 
core of merging particles 
takes shape before a gas 
buildup. Instead, in a sur¬ 
prise to scientists, the plan¬ 
et seems to have arisen 
straight from gas 
Lead author Juan Carlos 
Morales of the Institute of 
Space Studies of Cata¬ 
lonia said the planet may 
be almost as big as its star. 
A year there is about 200 
days. 

"It was very exciting find¬ 
ing this planet because it 
was completely unexpect¬ 
ed," Morales wrote in an 
email. The results indicate 
"a new population of mas¬ 
sive planets may also exist 


around low-mass stars" 
Morales and his team 
maintain that gravitational 
instability in a young star's 
diskofgasand dustcould, 
in some cases, result in the 
quick formation of huge 
gas planets — even when 
the star is minuscule. This 
new world is "an extraor¬ 
dinary candidate" for this 


process, said Hubert Klahr 
of Max Planck Institute for 
Astronomy in Germany, 
pa rt of the resea rc h tea m. 
'This find prompts us to re¬ 
view ourmodels" 

In a companion article, 
Yale University astronomer 
Greg Laughlin, who was 
not involved in the study, 
pointed out that more than 


4,000 so-called exop la nets 
have been confirmed in 
solar systems outside our 
own. While another new 
one, by itself, is no longer 
particularly noteworthy, he 
said, "one that challenges 
current theories of planet 
formation can animate as¬ 
tronomers." 

The planet orbiting this par¬ 


ticularly small and cool red 
dwarf star, officially known 
as GJ 3512, is at least half 
the mass of J upiter. Scien¬ 
tists a re unable to measure 
its dimensions, but models 
indicate it may be compa¬ 
rable to J upiter in size, ac¬ 
cording to Morales. 

Using observatories in 
Spain, the researchers re¬ 
peatedly studied the star's 
wobbling motion to dis¬ 
close the planet in its lop¬ 
sided orbit, rather than rely 
on the transit method in 
which a brief, periodic dim¬ 
ming of starlight indicatesa 
planet passing in front of its 
star. 

The sta r is so fa int it a Imost 
didn't make it into the 
group's survey. Scientists 
needed more small stars for 
sampling and so added a 
few at the last minute. 

'We were lucky to do so 
because otherwise we 
would have never made 
this discovery," Ignasi Ribas, 
director of the Catalonia 
space studies institute, said 
in a statement. Morales 
and his colleagues contin¬ 
ue to search for a second 
planet orbiting this dwarf 
star. There may have been 
a third planet that was 
ejected from the system 
long ago, they notedO 


Report 58% of Europe-only trees lace extinction threat 



In this undated handout photo provided by International Union 
for Conservation of Nature, an endangered Sorbus bosniaca is 
seen in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Associated Piess 
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GENEVA (AP) — An interna¬ 
tional conservation group 
is warning that more than 
half of the European tree 
species that exist nowhere 
else in the world are threat¬ 
ened with extinction. 

The International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature 
said in a new report Friday 
that 58% of Europe's 265 
endemic trees face an el¬ 
evated risk of disappearing 
from the continent. 

More than 150 experts 
contributed to the report, 
which the conservancy 
called the first comprehen¬ 
sive assessment of the ex¬ 
tinction threat for all types 
of trees native to Europe. 
The European Red List of 
Trees classified 37% of Eu¬ 
rope's 454 native tree spe¬ 
cies as 'threatened." Of 
those, 15% are "critically 
endangered,"a step away 
from extinction, the report 


said.. 

The findings come amid 
heightened concern about 
environmental issues and 
extinction risks in Europe 
and beyond. A U.N. report 
on biodiversity released in 
May warned that extinc¬ 
tion looms for over 1 million 
species of plants and ani¬ 
mals 

IUCN, a 71-year-old orga¬ 
nization known for its "Red 
List" classification of threat¬ 
ened species, said that 
"invasive and problematic" 
species are the top threat 
to European trees, with 
urban development and 
"unsustainable logging" as 
other facto rs. 

The group's Europe direc¬ 
tor, Luc Bas, said "human- 
led activities"were resulting 
in population declines of 
important tree species 
Among the recommenda¬ 
tions , the report's authors 


called for the creation of 
protected areas, improved 
monitoring and increased 
research on the impactsof 
climate change on forests 
and individual tree species 
The conservancy highlight¬ 
ed Aesculus hippocasta- 
num, or the horse chestnut 
tree, native to southeastern 
Europe. The polished brown 
conker inside its spiked fruit 
"is perhaps more famous 
than the tree itself" be¬ 
cause of its use in children's 
playground games, the re¬ 
port said. 

The species, present in Eu¬ 
rope since before the last 
Ice Age, has been threat¬ 
ened by defoliation be¬ 
cause of the leaf miner 
moth, and a blotch caused 
by a fungus, as well as by 
human pressures It is en¬ 
dangered in Bulgaria and 
Greece and critically en¬ 
dangered inAlbaniaO 
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For Ben Platt a periectpRch leads to The Politician 1 



Actor Ben Platt poses for photogiapheis upon anival at the UK 
piemieie (bribe Politician, at a central London cinema, Mon¬ 
day, Sept 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MIKECIDONI LENNOX 
AP Entertainment Writer 
SANTA BARBARA, Calif. 
(AP) — To hear Ben Platt 
describe it, producer Ryan 
Murphy's pitch for him to 
star in the new Netflix series 
'The Politician" had all the 
planning, precision and vi¬ 
sion of a successful presi¬ 
dential campaign. 

"He said, 'OK, the show is 
called The Politician.' The 
character's Peyton Hobart. 
This is the content of the 
character. I want Gwyneth 
Paltrow to play a mother. 
The world's going to look 
like this This is going to be 
eight episodes. If we go this 
many seasons, you'll end 
up here," Platt said of their 
meeting. 

Platt signed on after hear¬ 
ing Murphy's description of 
the character a "border¬ 
line sociopathic-egomani- 
acal-ambitious witty man." 
It's a departure from Platt's 
star-making role, the sweet, 
socially awkward title char¬ 
acter of "Dear Evan Han¬ 


sen. 

"And so, to me, that was, 
as an actor, the most deli¬ 
cious possible possibility," 
Platt said. 

Platt's Hobart will go to 
any lengths to achieve his 
dream of becoming presi¬ 
dent of the United States. 
But, first, he must win over 
voters in his high school 
election, which is a lot 
harderthan it sounds. 
Murphy, the Emmy-winning 
producer behind 'Glee" 
and "American Crime Sto¬ 
ry," offered Platt other en¬ 
ticements, including an ex¬ 
ecutive producercredit. 
"(That) allowed me to have 
some sort of creative own¬ 
ership over it that I have 
been able to have in the 
theater, but not really any¬ 
where else as of yet," the 
Tony Award winner said. 
"And so that was really at¬ 
tractive to me." 

Platt wasn't the only actor 
who Murphy wooed with 
a perfect pitch. Jessica 
Lange, who has won two 


Emmy Awards starring in 
Murphy's "American Horror 
Story" series, said the pro¬ 
ducer knew just how to get 
herto sign on. 

"He reels me in because 
he knows what I like and 
what's going to kind of trig¬ 
ger my imagination right 
away," said Lange, who 
plays the shady grand¬ 
mother of Hobart's running 
mate. "So, then he'll drop 
the couple things here and 
there, you know: 'She went 
to Hollywood. She wanted 
to be Vanna White. She's 
from West Virginia. She got 
pregnant when she was a 
teenager. She was . ' And I 
can see it all coming. And 
it's never a surprise to me, 
but it's always tremendously 
entertaining. So, you know, 

I end up saying, 'Yeah, I'll 
do it.'" 

In addition to Platt and 
Lange, the series that de¬ 
buts Friday adds the star 
power of Paltrow and Os- 
carnominee Bob Balaban. 
Murphy era ms the first eight 


episodes of 'The Politician" 
with so much political scan¬ 
dal that the series could be 
perceived asoverthe top. 
But not today, Lange said. 
'Our politics have some¬ 
how devolved into such an 
absolute (expletive) show," 
she said. 'You couldn't 


make it more absurd than 
it is in reality. I mean, you 
couldn't make this story up 
that's going on in America 
right now. So, you know, 
as weird as Ryan wants to 
spin this story, it's not going 
to get weirderthan what is 
actually happening.'□ 
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Ihis image released by DreamWorks Animation shows Everest 
the Yeti, left and Yi, voiced by Chloe Bennet in a scene ftom 
"Abominable, 11 in theaters on Sept 27. 

Associated Press 


Ibfagan 
g B Cinem a*. 

A rat Yfari 


0 VIP At Paw* 

Hftreircio 


(SQ Palm Saadi 
Plata Moll 

5 @6.0074 


■:oribb«-ondnH-JTWDJ com 

n Cnubbecm Gnemai Aruba 


MORE VARIETY IN PROGRAMMEG AND SHOW!IME5 NOW WIW U SCREcNS 

SEPTEMBER 26 - OCTOBER 2 


42 ™STREKT 

’'rtf ; SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29.1:00PM 



CHUM E-EMMET | ALBERT TUl 


Win JiWrtLr I^SrttL 


,Q. MQJI-FRI 6:3E> 
VgP 5JLT-5UH 1:50 

1:50 

4:Id 16:]□ ! H;50 

WDNTH4J 

3:50 

HS |t:?0 

FKI 3; 50 

605 

M0 ! 30 35 

SAT 1:35 

3.50 

4:0511:30 (10:35 

5Ult 1:35 

3:50 

4:05 it:2D 


mn m 5:20 

SAT SUN l:O0 j 3 101 i:?0 


KM'fllfcU 7:SD 
mm i as i.n\ iumo 


5YLYFLTEI SSA1LDNS I f»AJ WO* 


RAMBO 

LAST BLOOD 


|i*1? Ml | LTV rttfM 


AD A S T 1 A 


‘«!h W*ht1h taifimf | 


h W.01C IJtl 5:50 
1 MT4IHI m 


[ S:15 

1S:W(I:U 




MON-mo 

6:20 

0:30 


FKI fcTD 

0 30 

: 10 40 

541 2:00 

1:10 

6:70 

3:30 10:40 

5UH 2:041 

4:10 

h 70 I 

0:30 

cXc 




U0N-mu 

3:45 

[5:M 

m 

FKI 3:45 

5:50 

3:00 

10:10 

SAT 1:40 

3.45 

5:541 

8.0D 110:141 

500 M0 

m 

[fcjfl 

m 

HL0N-IHU 

57U 

7:2,5 

m 

FKS 5:M 

775 

m 

n-35 

S4T 1:141 

3.15 

5:30 

7:25 19 30 1 11:35 

Slflf 1:141 

3:15 

5:20 

7:25 9:30 

COMTANCEWU | JENMIFil tOFEI 

M 


■Nfc 

Ir—-j - > - 




.JBPwi 


o 

m 


VftH-THU 
FAI HO 
UT 3-3* 

m m 


too 
HO 
6 00 
m 


™ THU 4:3 5 
FKI 4:311 MM 
5AT El a 4:35 
5UH 2:10 14:35 


S:M 

•:»| 11:00 


7.4)0 I *:2i 
MS M:M 
JjM t:I5|Md0 
7:4)01 9:25 [Si 


iSAlfl* mOnE t | EVA LCH0ORIA 

DORA 

1>« LOST CITY 

OF GOLD 


JESSKA CHASTALM | 1AMES MCAYOlf 


IT 


i [ h i %■ o 


© 


MOW-THU 
FKI 4:10 | 
SAl 1:541 
5UH 1:5D | 


IJO 

*:30 

6-5U 

1 6.10 

ft. 50 

11:10 

4:10 

h 30 

8:541111:141 

4: Ml 

4:30 

1:50 1*51 


G3 


MON-FKI 1:40 

541-5UN UD | 5:15 | 8:411 

| MDNTHU KULN JM 
1 FI1-5AI ?:30 I 10:415 


Isl 


(HIAIIHyTJft ( JwQR&AM F*Et«AN 

ANGEL HAS 
FALLEN 

$25 [9:00 
3 54) 6:35 19:^ 


WPHIE NfUiM I CORINNi FQjC* 


47 


METERS 
DOWN 

UNCAGED 


© MQN FKI 6i 
SAT-SUN 3:! 


1:00 1 


US 


MONTH 5 25 
5AT-SUN 3 20 


7:30 

y.n 


9:35 

7 ID 19:35 f^l 


OPENING OCTOBER 3 JOKER, 10 MINUTES GONE 

THE MAGIC OF THE MOVIES 
ON YOUR MOBILE DEVICE 

d App Store 

W* Google Play 



Abominable 1 No.l with $20.9M; 
Zellweger's 'J udy 1 sings out 


By JAKE COYLE 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

DreamWorks animated 
adventure "Abominable" 
topped the box office with 
$20.9 million in ticket sales 
over the weekend, ac¬ 
cording to studio estimates 
Sunday, while the Renee 
Zfellweger-led Judy Gar¬ 
land tale 'J udy" got off to a 
strong start. 

"Abominable," the week¬ 
end's sole new wide re¬ 
lease, is a co-produc¬ 
tion between Universal's 
DreamWorks and the 
Shanghai-based Pearl Stu¬ 
dios So the $75 million- 
film's performance when 
it opens Tuesday in China 
will be vita I to its worldwide 
success. 

The film, written and direct¬ 
ed byj ill Culton, isabouta 
Shanghai teenager (Chloe 
Bennet) who discovers a 
lost yeti on the roof of her 
apartment building. She 
and a pair of friends tra¬ 
verse China to return the 
creature, whomthey name 
"Everest," home to the Hi¬ 
malayas "Abominable" 
garnered positive reviews 
(80% on Rotten Toma¬ 
toes) and a warm recep¬ 
tion from audiences (an A 
CinemaScore) eager for a 
family friendly option. 
"Abominable" marks the 
seventh No. 1 film this year 
for Universal, or eight if 
you count "Downton Ab¬ 
bey," released by the stu¬ 
dio's specialty label, Focus 
Features. "Downton," last 
week's top film, slid to sec¬ 
ond with $14.5 million. The 
big-screen encore for the 
British series has already 
grossed $107.1 million 
worldwide. 

That gives Universal the 
most No.l movies of any 


studio this year, passing 
Disney. Though Disney still 
commandsan overwhelm¬ 
ing market share of about 
34% Universal has had a 
strong year with a varied 
slate ("Us," "Hobbs & Shaw," 
"Yesterday"). The studio ac¬ 
counts for all three of the 
year's No.l-debuting origi¬ 
nal releases: "Abominable," 
"Us"and 'Good Boys" 

"It's not going to be all su¬ 
perheroes all the time. 
That's not necessarily go¬ 
ing to be everyone's cup 
of tea," said Jim Orr, distri¬ 
bution chief for Universal. 
'When we have films like 
'Abominable,' 'Yesterday,' 
'Good Boys,' 'Us,' we're 
bringing a lot of different 
people into the theaters 
and that's good for every¬ 
one. Tbat'sgood forthe en¬ 
tire industry." 

It's been a good run for 
original films lately at the 
box office. The stripperdra- 
ma "Hustlers," from SIX En¬ 
tertainment, continued to 
hold strong with $11.5 mil¬ 
lion in its third week, drop¬ 
ping just 32% It's now made 
$80.6 million altogether. 
"Hustlers" potentially got 
a boost by having its star 
— Jennifer Lopez — an¬ 
nounced this week as next 
year's Super Bowl halftime 
act, along with Shakira. 

And one of the weekend's 
biggest successes was 
'Judy," which opened with 
$3.1 million on 461 screens. 
The film, directed by Rupert 
Goold, is about the final 
act of Judy Garland's life, 
when the 'Wizard of Oz" 
star was plagued by drug 
addiction, health woes 
and financial troubles The 
film's main draw is Zellwe¬ 
ger's lauded performance 
as Garland, which has 


made her the best-actress 
Oscar front-runner. 
Roadside Attractions rolled 
out '] udy" with a rare me¬ 
dium-sized platform re¬ 
lease that the distributor 
has found success with 
before on films like 2012's 
"Mud" and this summer's 
"The Peanut Butter Falcon." 
The latter is a Mark Twain- 
inspired adventure starring 
Zhck Gottsagen, who has 
Down syndrome, and Shia 
LaBeouf. This weekend, it 
became the year's top in¬ 
die platform release with 
$18.1 million over eight 
weeks, passing A24's 'The 
Farewell." 

Howard Cohen, co-pres¬ 
ident and co-founder of 
Roadside, says the 16-year- 
old distributor has suc¬ 
ceeded by seeking popu¬ 
list indies. ('] udy," for which 
the audience was almost 
80%overthe age of 35, will 
expand nationwide further 
next week.) 

"It'sa very challenging time 
in film distribution for indies 
and everyone but Disney, 
maybe," said Cohen. 'We 
like movies that can draw 
an audience, that are 
crowd-pleasers. In a chal¬ 
lenging environment, you 
have to give people a re¬ 
ally strong reason to leave 
their house." 

"The movies have to be 
properly released and pro¬ 
moted," he added. "But I 
think the audience is still 
there." 

The two-and-half-mo nth 
break from superheroes 
atop the box office is ex¬ 
pected to end next week¬ 
end when Warner Bros.' 
'] oker" hits theaters, along 
with Fox Searchlight's "Lucy 
in the Sky" and Netflix's 
"Dolemite IsMyName.'O 
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Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7,30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delirious fresh fish dishes the 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. 


In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10*11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 


Crazv Fish Monday at 


i 


chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Reservations are recommended. 



Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) S86-2233 info@bugaloe.com www.Bugaloe.com 


tnpadvisor 


Legendary Mexican crooner J ose Jose dies from cancer 



In this Feb. 21, 2008 file photo, Mexican singerjose Jose poses 
for photographers backstage atthe Premio Lo Nuestro Latin Mu¬ 
sic Awards in Miami. 

Associated Press 


MEXICO cmr <AP) — Mexi¬ 
can crooner Jose Jose, 
the elegant dresser who 
moved audiences to tears 
with melancholic love bal- 
ladsand was known asthe 
"Prince of Song," has died 
atthe age of 71. 

Mexican artists' association 
ANDI confirmed the death 
in a Twitter post on Satur¬ 
day. Multiple media outlets 
said the singer had died 
of pancreatic cancer at a 
hospital in South Florida. 
Jose Jose, whose real 
name is Jose Romulo Sosa 
Ortiz, climbed to the top of 
the Latin charts in the 1970s 
with slow songs such as "El 
Triste"or ir The Sad Man,"and 
"Amar y querer" or "Love 
and want." The power of 
his voice and ability to sing 
technically difficult tunes in 
a wide register made him 
a treasured cultural icon in 
Latin America. 

Jose Jose's music also be¬ 
came popular in countries 
including Japan and Rus¬ 
sia. 


The artist's voice, a combi¬ 
nation of baritone and lyric 
tenor, captivated audi¬ 
ences while his dress style 
of suits accented with bow 
ties, pocket handkerchiefs 
and silkscarveswascopied 
at nightclubs across Latin 
America. 

"He squeezed our hearts 
with his unmistakable voice 
and left an indelible mark 
on the world of music," Lat¬ 
in music star Gloria Estefan 
said on Twitter. 

Jose Jose was bom to a 
family of musicians on Feb. 
17, 1948 in Mexico City. His 
mother, Margarita Ortiz 
Pensado, was a concert 
pianist and hisfatherwasa 
tenorin the National Opera 
of Mexico. 

The singer added a sec¬ 
ond J ose to his artist's name 
in honor of his father, who 
died when Jose Jose was 
17. The father had aban¬ 
doned the family when 
J ose J ose wasyoung. 

"I wanted to honor the 
memory of my father, who 


was a great opera singer 
and died very young, with¬ 
out knowledge of my suc¬ 
cess," Jose Jose told The 
Associated Press in a 2005 
interview. "Since I inherited 
his voice, this is recognition 
of that inheritance." 

Jose Jose got started in 
music singing in cafes be¬ 
fore founding a rock group 
called the Heart Breakers 
that launched an unsuc¬ 
cessful album in the mid- 
60s His solo career took 
off with a single called "La 
nave del olvido" or 'The 
ship of the forgotten" and 
peaked in the 1980swith al¬ 
bums like 'Sec rets," his best¬ 
selling collaboration with 
Spanish love song compos¬ 
er and producer Manuel 
Alejandro. 

He struggled with Lyme dis¬ 
ease, facial paralysis, sub¬ 
stance abuse and depres¬ 
sion. His problems with al¬ 
cohol and drugs led to the 
1993 dissolution of his 18- 
year marriage with model 
Anel Noreria, with whom he 


had two children: J ose J oel 
y Marisol. He hit bottom fol¬ 
lowing the separation and 
began sleeping in a taxi on 
the outskirts of the Mexican 
capital. Friends intervened 
and took him to an addic¬ 
tion treatment center in the 
U.S. 

The artist married again in 
1995, to a Cuban-Ameri- 
can named Sarita Salazar 
who he met while in rehab. 


The couple had a daugh¬ 
ter, Sara, the following year. 
Jose Jose was nominated 
on multiple occasions for 
a Grammy, but never ob¬ 
tained the prize. The Latin 
Recording Academy rec¬ 
ognized the singer with a 
Musical Excellence Prize 
at the 2004 Latin Grammy 
awards. Thatsame year, he 
received a star on the Hol¬ 
lywood Walk of Fame.Q 






























MONDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 


^FEATURE 



J apan presc hools using tablets to piep tots for digital age 



In this July 12, 2018, photo, children raise their hands to share views as they take paitin a digital 
program at a Coby Preschool in Yoshikawa, suburban Tokyo, with their teacher and preschool 
principal Akihito Minabe. 

Associated Press 


By YURI KAGEYAMA 
Associated Press 
YOSHIKAWA, japan (AP) 

— It's drawing time at this 
suburban nursery school in 
Japan, but instead of cray¬ 
ons, tiny fingers are tapping 
on colors on iPad screens 
and taking selfies. Digital 
schooling has arrived in 
this nation long known for 
its zealous commitment to 
"three R's" education. 

Coby Preschool, in a small 
town northeast of Tokyo, 
is among nearly 400 kin¬ 
dergartens and nursery 
schools in Japan that are 
using smartphone software 
applications designed es¬ 
pecially for preschoolers 
called KitS. 

That's only about 1 percent 
of this nation's kindergar¬ 
tens and nursery schools. 
But it's a start. Coby is help¬ 
ing lead a national initia¬ 
tive in "digital play." 

Parents everywhere worry 
their children might fall be¬ 
hind, and Japan is no ex¬ 
ception. 

The government has re¬ 
cently made strengthen¬ 
ing technology education 
national policy even as it 
struggles to meet its goal 
of supplying one digital de¬ 
vice — computer or tablet 

— for every three children. 
DIGITAL PLAY 

With KitS, developed by To¬ 
kyo-based startup SmartEd- 
ucation, child rencolorbirds 
and flowers that appear to 
come alive asthree-dimen- 
sional computer graphics. 
Children also draw various 
creatures that, when cap¬ 
tured as computer images, 
swim or float around in vir¬ 
tual landscapes. 

In a recent session, children 
got a triangle image on 
their iPads and were asked 
to draw on it with digital 
colors, store that image, 
and draw another one to 
create a two-screen story. 
The usually shy children 
burst into an uproar, brain¬ 
storming happily about 
what the triangle might 
represent: a sandwich, a 
rice ball, a dolphin, a roof, 
a mountain. 

The children were then en¬ 
couraged to come to the 
front of the class and ex¬ 
plain whatthey had drawn 
as the images were shown 
on a large screen. 


'There is no right or wrong 
answer," said Akihito Min¬ 
abe, the preschool princi¬ 
pal leading the session. 

The point is to nurture cre¬ 
ativity, focus and leader¬ 
ship skills. 

'They think on their own, 
they learn it's OK to think 
freely, and it's fun to come 
up with ideas," said Min¬ 
abe. 

In the U.S., 98 percent of 
children age 8 and under 
have a mobile device in 
their homes, while 43 per¬ 
cent have theirown tablet, 
according to The Geniusof 
Play, a U.S. program that 


researches education and 
play. 

That's similar to Japan, 
where each adult has an 
average of more than one 
smartphone and about 
half of preschoolers have 
access to a mobile device, 
according to Japanese 
government data. 

In many U.S., Asian and 
European preschools and 
elementary schools, teach¬ 
ers use technology to pres¬ 
ent stories, music and other 
information. Educators are 
also studying children's so¬ 
cial development through 
how they leam to share 


digital devices. 

GETTING SMARTER? 

Much of what's driving 
the adoption of tablets in 
U.S. preschools is a belief, 
founded or not, that an 
early start will make kids 
smarterattechnology, said 
Patricia Cantor, a professor 
of early childhood educa¬ 
tion at Plymouth State Uni¬ 
versity in New Hampshire. 
However, early research 
into how tablets and apps 
affect learning forkidsages 
2 to 5 is inconclusive. 
'Touchscreen stuff is pretty 
intuitive. They don't need 
training," Cantor said. 


Some studies show positive 
outcomes among young 
children using mobile de¬ 
vices to improve their liter¬ 
acy, science or math skills, 
but there's little research 
comparing tablet-assisted 
learning to more conven¬ 
tional teaching approach¬ 
es, according to a review 
of 19 studies by Christothea 
Herodotou, a lecturer at 
The Open University in the 
United Kingdom. 

Herodotou said it's unclear 
which features might help 
or hinder learning. Devic¬ 
es and apps can also be 
misused — for instance, to 
keep children occupied 
so teachers can do other 
things. 

"Even if it's designed to en¬ 
courage learning or explo¬ 
ration or curiosity, it may 
not be used in that way," 
said Cantor. 'There's so 
much junk out there." 

Still, the target age for 
"digital play" is getting ever 
younger. 

Experts have known for 
years that playing is how 
c hild ren lea m, sa ys Ken Se it¬ 
er, Executive Vice President 
at The Toy Association, a 
nonprofit, which represents 
businesses that design, pro¬ 
duce, license and deliver 
youth-entertainment prod¬ 
ucts. 

Toys can teach toddlers 
simple programming oruse 
augmented reality to bring 
story characters digitally 
alive, said Seiter, whose or¬ 
ganization spearheadsThe 
Genius of Play, a U.S.-based 
program that researches 
education and play. 
JAPAN'S TAKE 
J apan's classrooms tend to 
be more structured than in 
the West, with students of¬ 
ten acting in unison asthey 
line up, bow and chant to¬ 
gether. Children tend to be 
passive, and the emphasis 
is on the group ratherthan 
individuals. Youngsters, 
even some preschool¬ 
ers, attend extracurricular 
cram schools. 

KitS' designers have sought 
to make activities fun. One 
aim appears to be nurtur¬ 
ing outspokenness. 

Yuhei Yamauchi, a profes- 
sorof information studiesat 
the University of Tokyo and 
KitS adviser, sees practical 
benefits. □ 



In this J uly 12, 2018, photo, a child works on a digital program at Coby Reschool in Yoshikawa, 
suburban lokyo, on an assignment; which was to draw on a triangle on an iPad. 

Associated Press 



















